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A'I'iGOSTHERIC. PWCIPITATIOIJ 

!doisture t h a t  i s  condensed o u t  of  t h e  atmosphere and d e p o s i t e d  on t h e  e a r t h  i s  

clescribed by' m e t e o r o l o g i s t s  as " p r e c i p i t a t i o n " .  

I o r m s  t h a n  n o s t  people suppose. 

It assumes a & m a t e r  v & r i e t y  of 

The commonest l i q u i d  form i s  r a i n ,  and t h e  commonest s o l i d  form, snow. Each 

H a i l ,  p r o p e r l y  s o  flake o f  t h e  l a t t e r  c o n s i s t s  o f  one o r  more t i n y  ics  c r y s t a l s .  

C%lled,  f a l l s  almost e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  connec t ion  with thunderstorms and honce i s  ver2 

r a r e  i n  c o l d  weather. It c o n s i s t s  of ice and compact snow, g e n e r a l l y  i n  c o n c e n t r i c  

l a y e r s .  

: :p ing  and l a t e  autumn, b u t  a l s o  i n  w i n t e r ,  sometimes mixed w i t h  o r d i n a r y  snowflakes,  

L i t t l e  p e l l e t s  o f  snow, l i k e  t i n y  snowballs,  f a l l i n g  c h i e f l y  i n  e a r l y  

a r e  c a l l e d  "graupel" ( i n  which the  "aut' i e  pronounced l i k e  tlowl( in "growl"). 

fom, of p r e c i p i t a t i o n  was formerly known as " s o f t  h a i l " .  me term " s l e e t "  i s  

'.pplied by t h e  United S t a t s s  f leather  Bureau t o  small p a r t i c l e s  of c l e & r  i c e  - f r o z e n  

This  
. . .  

r a i n d r o p s .  The Br i t iGh apply  t h e  word " s l e e t "  t o  a mixture of snow and  r a i n .  Nator 

CoRdensed from t h e  a i r  on c o l d  s u r f a c e s  a t  n i g h t  c o n s t i t u t e s  !'dewff, while  t h e  l i t t l o  
i irops,  resembling dewdrops, t h a t  are exuded from p l a n t s  by n i g h t  a x e  known a6 
" f a l s e  dew" . 

F o g  d r i f t i n g  a g a i n s t  t e r r e s t r i a l  o b j e c t s  i n  c o l d  weather sometimes l o a v e s  a 
& p o s i t  of i c e ,  c a l l e d  "rime". 
fslls - o f t e n  v e r y  d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  t r e e s ,  wi res ,  e tc . ,  - i s  c a l l e d  ffgLazet t  by t h e  
Vhather Bureau, while , the American p u b l i c  commonly d e s c r i b e s  i t  as I Ie lee t" ,  and i n  
- , igland (where i t  i s  r a r e )  it i s  ca l l ed  "glazed f r o s t " ,  The o c c u r r e n c e  of glaze 

The smooth i c y  d e p o s i t  due t o  r a i n  f r e e z i n g  as i t  

oii an ex tens ive  s c a l e  c o c s t i t u t e s  an  l'ice storm". 
(All r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Science 
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