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SoriOU6 floods of  t h e  h w  England r i v e r s  u s u a l l y  bccur  i n  the s p r i n g ,  as a 

r e s u l t  of the  m e l t i n g  o f  snow and the  breaking  up of i c e ,  w i t h ' o r  wi thout  t h e  

c o n j u n c t i o n  of  heavy r a i n s . ,  Autumn f l o o d s , .  such 8s have j u s t  been i n  p r o g r e s s ,  a m  

( x c o p t i o n a l  b u t  by no means unprecedented4 . 

Sidney  Per ley ,  i n  h i s  IIHistoric 3.torms o f  New Gngland," devotes  a c h a p t e r  t o  

ihe floods o f  November, 1853, which were due t o  a g r e a t  r a i n s t o r m  toward t h e  middle 

of  t h e  month., On Sunday, the 13th;rain f e l l  i n  t o r r e n t s  i n  Boston and t h e  dark- 

iiess was s o  g r e a t  t h a t  church s e r v i c o s  were abandoned o r  conducted by a r t i f i c i a l  

l i g h t .  A t  the  B r a t t l o  Square church t h e  congrega t ion  l i s t e n e d  t o  a n e a r l y  i n v i s i b l e  

preuchor  and sang t h e  hymn beginniiiz,  

"Nark the  softly f a l l i n g  snow wid t h e  descending rain.!' 

g o c t  New England r i v e r s  wero i n  f lood . ,  Among the many b r i d g e s  c a r r i e d  away was 

(110 Over the  Naugatuck River  a t  Ansonia, Connect icut ,  on which s e v e r a l  people wero 

IJattching t h e  p r o g r e s s  of  t h e  flood, ' ,  Some o f  t h e m  peroons were drowned., 

The f lood  of  October,  1869, known as 'the"pumpkin f l o o d , "  r e s u l t e d  from rains 

(2s from one t o  t h r e e  days '  dura t io i i  over  Now England, with extremely hoavy r a i n  on 

+ / E  4 t h . '  laany p l a c e s  r e p o r t e d  a f a l l  of more than  0 inches  on t h a t  d a t e ,  and can... 

Lon, Connocticut.,  a f a l l  of 12.35 inches . .  The Merrimac and Connecticut R i v e r s  

reached  t h e i r  h i g h e s t  p o i n t s  on Lhc Gth, when t h e  river-gauge reading  a t  H a r t f o r d  

was 26.3 f e e t ,  o r  16 f e e t  above " f lood  stage' ' .  
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