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1 W H Y  TIE WEAT-XElFI ? Ma3led November 10, 1927 

By Charles  Fitzhugh Talman, 
Author i ty  on Meteorology 

The per iod  of time covered by an o f f i c i a l  weather f o r e c a s t  i n  t h e  United 

G t a t e s  and Canada i s  g e n e r a l l y  from one t o  two days. For some y e a r s  t h e  United 

2"c tes  Weather Bureau hac i s s u e d  every  Sa turday  a f o r e c a s t  i n  qu i t e  genera l  terms 

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  whole of the fol lowing week. These l o n g  range f o r e c a s t s  are made 

Por e x t e n s i v e  areas of the count ryJ  such as the iJorth and z i d d l e  A t l a n t i c  States,  

- 

.the Ohio Val ley and Tennesseel o r  t he  Great IXkes re&ion .  . 

"From t h e  weekly f o r e c a 8 t J 0  s@ys an o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c a t i o n , " a  farmer may know 

ii/hether i t  is s a f e  t o  c u t  h i s  hay at the  beginning of  t h e  week or whether i t  would 

3 e  b e t t e r  t o  wait till the las t  of  the  week, and a produce d e a l e r  may know whether 

it is s a f e ,  a t  a p a r t i c u l a r  t ime i n  the  early s p r i n g ,  t o  start a c a r l o a d  of 

s t r a w b e r r i e s  t o  a n o r t h e r n  market." 

The B r i t i s h  Meteorological  O f f i c e  i s s u e s  its r e g u l a r  f o r e c a s b  f o r  twenty-four 

: I o u r ~ ,  but  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  when c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  f a i r l y  s e t t l e d ,  s akes  announcements 

2 2  vha t  is  termed tho  " f u r t h e r  outlook'. The p e r i o d  covered by the  l a t te r  p r e d i c -  

t i o n s  has somotimes beon a6 long ac t w o  vmks. 
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