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MAURY ' S W INb. AND CURRENT CIIARTS, 

The f a t h e r  of  marine meteorology was Lieut ,  Matthew ?ontaine Maury, of t h e  

I.;nited S t a t e s  Navy, and t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  h i s  achievements Was t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  f rom 

lthe logbooks and r e p o r t s  of a h o s t  of marine ObServer6, of t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  "Wind and 

Current Char t s , "  showing t h e  average winds and c u r r e n t s  f o r  each month on a l l  

W r t s  of  t h e  ocean. These c h a r t s  r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  n a v i g a t i o n .  

By u t i l i z i n g  t h e  informat ion  t h s y  c o n t a i n e d ,  mariners  were a b l e  t o  reduce tht. 

..verage time of a s a i l i n g  voyage between t h e  A t l a n t i c  and P a c i f i c  p o r t s  of  the  

' h i t e d  States by f o r t y  days.  The monsy value  of  the  c h a r t s  t o  v e s s e l s  s a i l i n g  

!rom t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  South America and. t h e  Far East was e s t i m a t e d  a t  

~2,250,000 p e r  annum, B r i t i s h  s h i p p i n g  on a l l  s e a s  i s  s a i d  t o  have b e n e f i t e d  t o  

jhe e x t e n t  of ~ 1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  per  aniium* N e i t h e r  was t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  t h e  c h a r t s  

imited t o  t h e  sav ing  of  money. The f o l l o w i n g  ep isode  i s  c i t e d  i n  Maury's biograpf-, 

%en t h e  ' S a n  F r a n c i s c o ' ,  w i th  hundreds of United S t a t e s  troops on board,  
'oundered i n  an A t l a n t i c  h u r r i c a n e ,  and t h e  rumor reszched p o r t  t h a t  she was i n  neoc, 
:I' help, everyone looked t o  Maury as t h e  only  man i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  who could  t e l l  
s!lero t o  f i n d  the  d r i f t i n g  wreck. To him t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  8avy s e n t  f o r  i n -  
tormation. 
Sie h e l p l e s s  wreck would combine t o  d r i f t  h e r  ' j u s t  hQrC, '  p o i n t i n g  t o  a s p o t  on 
%e c h a r t ,  and making a c r o s s  mark  wi th  t h e  blue p e n c i l  he he ld  i n  h i s  hand. 
h e r e  t h e  r e l i e f  was s e n t ,  and j u s t  t h e r e  the  s u r v i v o r s  of the  wreck were picked 

Ha a t  once s e t  t o  work and showed how t h e  wind and c u r r e n t s  a c t i n g  up01 
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