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GOVERiJMENT FROST WARNINGS --- 
An impor tan t  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Weather aureau  i s  the  " f r u i t -  

f r o s t  s e r v i c e " ,  which was organized i n  a small way i n  1917 t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  methods 

o f  f r o s t  p r o t e c t i o n  and t o  improve t h e  accuracy of f r o s t  f o r e c a s t s .  

has  been g r a d u a l l y  e n l a r g e d  u n t i l ,  a t  the  p r e s e n t  t ime,  e i g h t  t r a i n e d  s p e c i a l i s t s  

The s e r v i c e  

a r e  ass igned  by t h e  Bureau t o  t h e  more important  f ru i t -growing  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  

P a c i f i c , c o a s t  s t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d s  when f r o s t s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  cause damage. 

About h a l f  t h e  expense of t h e i r  work i s  borne by l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s .  

One of  t h e  tasks  of t h e s e  e x p e r t s  i s  t o  supply advice  concerning f r o s t  

problems t o  the  f r u i t - g r o w e r s .  A l a r g e  fund of p r a c t i c a l  knowledge has  been 

acqui red  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t e n  y e a r s .  

"In a d d i t i o n  t o  $ h i s  advifjory work,'I says t h e  lrveather Bureau i n  a r e c e n t  

sza tement ,  " s p e c i f i c  f r o s t  f o r e c a s t s  a r e  made throughout  the f r o s t  seasoil. Ear ly  

i n  t h e  evening an e s t i m a t e  is made of  t h e  probable  lowest  p o i n t  which t h e  tempera- 

t u r e  w i l l  r e a c h  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t ,  s o  t h a t  the  f r u i t - g r o w e r s  may know whether o r  

n o t  orchard h e a t i n g  w i l l  b e  necessary.  The g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  weather t o  

be expected d u r i n g  the  n i g h t  i s  a l s o  d e s c r i b e d ,  s o  t h a t  a l l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  
f i g h t i n g  t h e  f r o s t  can be made i n  advance. These d e f i n i t e  low tempera ture  f o r e c a s t s  
a r e  Of ten  Supplemented by f o r e c a s t s  made about noon, i n  which the  c o n d i t i o n s  
t o  ue expectod t h e  fo l lowing  n i g h t  a r e  o u i l i n e d  i n  somewhat more genera l  terms.  
The f o r e c a s t s  a r e  given t o  t h e  p u b l i c  by te lephone  and by radio, ' !  

( A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Sc ience  S e r v i c e ,  Inc . )  
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