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PREPARING FOR SNOW_REMOVAL

In the morthern half of the United States and in Canada the highway authoritiec
are now busily preparing for the annual struggle with snow. The possibility of
keeping country roads snow-free throughout the winter was hardly dreamed of ten
years ago. In response to the demands of motor traffic this possibility has now
become a reality on a gigantic scale. Last winter snow-removal operations in 36
stertes of the Union were conducted on 108,721 miles of rural highway, at an
expense of $4,641,037, according to admittedly incomplete figures gathered by the
‘United States Bureau of Public Roads. During the coming winter an increase of
about 10 per cent. is anticipated.

The development of snow removal in America withinrihe last few years has been
spectacular. Besides entailing the expenditure of much human energy and large
sums of money; it has given rise to a remarkable techniéue and a variety of ingenw
ious mechanical equipment. Part of the problem is to prevent drifts from forming
on the roads. Methods of prevention include the removal of drift-forming obstaclss
from the borders of the roads and the erection of "snow fences", which cause

drifts to form away from the highway instead of on it. Both permanent and portable

fences are used for this purpose.
A large proportion of the snow~removal equipment is pushed in front of trucks

or tractors. In areas where deep snowfall occurs, the snow plows employed on the
highways rival those of the railroads in size and efficiency. Most striking are
the rotary plows, of which (again according to incomplete statistics) about 150
were in use last year.

In the cities the street-clesning agencies are getting ready for a similar
campaign. A generation ago a proposal to appropriate $26,000 for a winter of
snow~-removal work in New York City was pronounced too extravagant for serious cone
sideration. During the winter of 1925-26 the same city spent $4,500,000 for such

work.
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