
Mailed fiovember 17 ,  1927 

Released on r e c e i p t  
b u t  intended f o r  use 
November 24, 1927 2 NHY THE WEATHER 7 

By Charles  Fi tzhugh Talman, 
Author i ty  on h t e o r o l o g y  

PREPARING FOR SNOW REMOVAL 

I n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  of t h e  United S t a t e s  and i n  Canada t h e  highway a u t h o r i t i e t  

are now b u s i l y  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  annual s t r u g g l e  wi th  snow. The p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

keeping count ry  r o a d s  snow-free throughout t h e  winter was h a r d l y  dreamed o f  t e n  

Years  ago. I n  response t o  the  demands of motor t r a f f i c  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  has  now 

become a r e a l i t y  on a g i g a n t i c  s c a l e .  Last w i n t e r  snow-removal o p e r a t i o n s  i n  36 

s t a ’ t e s  of the Union were conducted on 106,721 m i l e s  of r u r a l  highway, a t  an  

expense of  $4,641)037, according t o  a d m i t t e d l y  incomplete  f i g u r e s  ga thered  by t h e  

h i t e d  S t a t e s  Bureau of Publ ic  Roads. 

about  10 p e r  c e n t .  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d .  

During t h e  coming w i n t e r  an  i n c r e a s e  of 

The development o f  snow removal i n  America w i t h i n  t h e  last few y e a r s  has  been 

s p e c t a c u l a r .  

sums of money, it h a s  g iven  r i s e  t o  a remarkable technique  and a v a r i e t y  of ingen- 

i o u s  mechanical equipment. P a r t  of t h e  problem i s  t o  prevent  d r i f t 6  from forming 

on t h e  roads.  

from the  b o r d e r s  o f  t h e  roads  and t h e  e r e c t i o n  of  “snow f e n c e s “ ,  which cause 

d r i f t s  t o  form away from the  highway i n s t e a d  of on it. 

fences a r e  used f o r  t h i s  purpose. 

o r  t r a c t o r s ,  
highways r i v a l  t h o s e  of  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  i n  s i z e  and e f f i c i e n c y .  
t h e  r o t a r y  plows, of which (aga in  accord ing  t o  incomplete s t a t i s t i c s )  about 150 
were i n  use l g s t  year .  

In t h e  c i t i es  t h e  s t r e e t - c l e w i n g  agencies  a r e  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  f o r  a similar 

Besides  e n t a i l i n g  t h e  expendi ture  of much human energy and l a r g e  

lV*ethods of p r e v e n t i o n  inc lude  t h e  removal of d r i f t - f o r m i n g  o b s t a c l s s  

Both permanent and p o r t a b l e  

A l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  snow-removal equipment is  pushed i n  f r o n t  o f  t r u c k s  
I n  a r e a s  where deep snowfal l  o c c u r s )  t h e  snow plows employed on t h e  

Most s t r i k i n g  a r e  

campaign. A g e n e r a t i o n  ago a 
snow-removal work i n  New York 
s i d e r a t i o n .  During t h e  w i n t e r  
work. 

( A l l  r i g h t 6  

proposa l  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  $25,000 f o r  a w i n t e r  of 
C i t y  via6 pronounced 
of 1925-26 t h e  same 

r e s e r v e d  by Sc ience  
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t o o  e x t r a v a g a n t  f o r  s e r i o u s  con* 
c i t y  s p e n t  $4,500,000 f o r  such 

S e r v i c e ,  Inc  .) 


