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Why do people t a l k  s o  much about t h e  weather?  C e r t a i n l y  not  because,  t o  t h e  

average human b e i n g ,  weather i s  more ' important  than  hundreds of o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  

t o p i c s  of conversa t ion .  

perhaps the  custom i s  a burviva l  of the time when weather r e a l l y  was a s u b j e c t  

o f  supreme i n t e r e s t  t o  mankind. The occupat ions of our  a n c e s t o r s  back i n  the  

Stone Age were most ly  c a r r i e d  on out-of-doors, and the  rude h a b i t a t i o n s  of the 

p e r i o d  a f f o r d e d  b u t  a poor s h e l t e r  from t h e  elements .  I n  I n d i a ,  today, as t h e  

p e r i o d  o f  the monsoon r a i n s  approaches,  a n x i e t y  about the  t imely  a r r i v a l  and the  

abundance of these showers e c l i p s e s  a l l  o t h e r  thoughts  i n  the mind of the peasant ,  

bocause a severe drought  a t  t h i s  season means a famine. When our f o r e f a t h e r s  

l i v e d  b y  hunt ing ,  f i s h i n g  and crude systems of  g raz ing  and a g r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e y  were, 

n o  doubt ,  e q u a l l y  s o l i c i t o u s  about atmospheric c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  

t h o i r  food supply., 

In those days comments on t h e  weather were by no means empty formulas,  Men 

r e j o i c e d  t o g e t h e r  t h a t  the  day was f i n e ,  because i t  was a circumstance upon which 

t h e i r  d i n n e r  depended, and t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  e q u i v a l e n t  of "What b e a s t l y  weatherf 'I 

Was probably accompanied by a s i g n i f i c a n t  t i g h t e n i n g  of t h e  b e l t .  
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