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&IOBLZ:I\II I N  OCEAN CLIMATOLOGY 

Climatic  data f o r  t h e  oceans,  as well as those f o r  t h e  l a n d ,  a r e  p u t  t o  an 
e .  

-1 1.’zss v a r i e t y  o f  uses .  A very unusual a p p l i c a t i o n  of marine climatic d a t a  was 

r e c e n t l y  brought t o  t h e  n o t i c e  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  Weather Bureau. 

The master  o f  a B r i t i s h  steamer wrote t o  the Bureau, s t a t i n g  t h a t  h i s  v e s s e l  

had loaded w i t h  a s p h a l t  a t  Trinidad and was on h e r  way toward t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  

touching a t  idewport News, I t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  keep t h e  cargo at a temperature o f  

about  100 degrees  Fahrenhei t  by means of steam from. the  b o i l e r s ,  The q u e s t i o n  a r o s e  

whether it would be b e t t e r  t o  fo l low a d i r e c t  g rea t  c i r c l e  course f r o m  the V i r g i n i a  

Capes t o  Liverpool  o r  t o  t a k e  a more s o u t h e r l y  r o u t e ,  which would, of  c o u r s e ,  r e -  

q u i r e  more time f o r  t h e  voyage, b u t ,  as both a i r  and water tempera tures  would be 

h i g h e r  than  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  r o u t e ,  would t a k e  l e s s  steam from the b o i l e r s  t o  main- 

t a i n  t h e  a s p h a l t  at the  r e q u i r e d  k m p e r a t u r e .  

I n  response t o  t h i s  a p p e a l ,  t h e  Weather Bureau prepared  c h a r t s  showing t h e  

normal a i r  and water  t smpera tures  over  a l a r g e  p a r t  of  t h e  A t l a n t i c  f o r  t h e  f o u r  

Seasons of  t h e  y e a r b  On t h e  basis o f  t h e s e  c h a r t s  i t  was expected t h a t  t h e  c a p t a i n  

c!.lld be a b l e  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  the  r e l a t i v e  amounts of  f u e l  r e q u i r e d  t o  keep th:e 

cargo  a t  100 degrees  on the  two r o u t e s  under c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and could  t h u s  d e c i d e  

Fhich r o u t e  was t h e  more economical. 

mat Use was made o f  the data has  n o t  been r e p o r t e d .  
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