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SMOU DRIFTS ON ROADS 

The f o l l o w i n g ' f a c t s  about  t h e  d r i f t i n g  of  snow on toad% axe s e t  f o r t h  by Mr. 

V.R.Burton, a well-known highway engineer ,  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  long exper ience  i n  

f i g h t i n g  t h e  snows of Michigan. 

The topography combined with t h e  c u l t u r e  of t h e  count ry  through whigh a road 

runs  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  amount of d r i f t i n g  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t .  R o l l i n g  wooded count ry ,  

I .  

where t h e  road  grade fo l lows  t h e  s u r f a c e  of the  ground very  c l o s e l y ,  g i v e s  t h e  

l e a s t  t r o u b l e .  

i s  p r a c t i c e d ,  are o f t e n  swept b a r e  and t h e n  snow, s toppea  by a fence o r  by weeds, 

falls on t h e  highway. Even such small. o b s t r u c t i o n s  as t h e  weeds and corn  s t u b b l e  

remaining i n  t h e  f i e l d  a f t e r  the  h a r v e s t  are s u f f i c i e n t  t o  reduce m a t e r i a l l y  t h e  

m o u n t  of  d r i f t i n g  a d j a c e n t  t o  such f i e l d s , p r o v i d e d  t h e  snow i s  n o t  s o  deep as t o  

Large f l a t  f i e l d s  o f  c u l t i v a t e d  l,md, e s p e c i a l l y  where autumn plowing 

Cover t h e s e  o b j e c t s  completely.  

Long shal low c u t s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  keep c l e a r  of  snow, b u t  t h e  deeper  c u t s  do 

. o t  u s u a l l y  g ive  much t r o u b l e .  The snow s t o r a g e  c a p a c i t y  of t h e  s i d e  s l o p e s  i s  so 

. r e a t  as t o  take a l a r g e  amount of  snow b e f o r e  t h e  roadway is  blocked. F i l l s  give 

l i t t l e  t r o u b l e ,  and in irany c a s e s  a r e  swept bare  by the wind, except  i n  t h e  case  o f  

h igh  f i l l s  provided vrith the  old-fashioned type of  wooden guard r a i l ,  which is a 

.6e r ious  d r i f t - f o r m e r ,  
E highway problem. 

Snow f e n c e s ,  s e t  f a r  enough back from t h e  roads s o  t h a t  t h e  d r i f t s  formed i n  
t h e i r  l e e  w i l l  no t  reach  t h e  roadway, a r e  now e r e c t e d  permanently o r  t e m p o r a r i l y  
on an e x t e n s i v e  s c a l e .  
t o  remove them from exposure t o  excess ive  d r i f t i n g .  

The c a b l e  guard rail  i s  t h e r e f o r e  p r e f e r a b l e  wherever snow i s  

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  c: eood.many roads  have been r e l o c a t e d  60 as 
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