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A VUEATHER ODYSSEY 

any Years ago t h e  Honorable Ralph hbercromby, a well-known B r i t i s h  metec: Li 

Gist, conceived t h e  novel  i d e a  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  a book of t r a v e l s .  devoted p r i m a i l ; ,  

t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  of weather. The r e s u l t  was h i s  “Seas and S k i e s  i n  h n y  L a t i t u d e s , o r  

Wanderings i n  Search  of \%ather ,*  which appeared i n  1888. Tho author  Says Of h i s  

t r a v e l s  : 

“The s p e c i a l  o b j e c t  of t h e  voyages WAS t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  the  phenomena of the  sky 

arid weather i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t h e  world. I\Tumb’srless books of e x p l o r a t i o n  and 

adventure  have beon publ ished,  and numerous n a t u r a l i s t s ’  voyages have met with an 

a p p r e c i a t i v e  r e c e p t i o n  from t h e  publ ic .  Geologis t s  and astronomers  havo succeeded 

i n  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e  genera l  r e a d e r  i n  t h e i r  journeyings,  b u t  no m e t e o r o l o g i s t  has y e t  

a t t e m p t e d  the  task. The d i f f e r e n t  r a c e s  of man and b e a s t ,  the  vary ing  forms of 
p l a n t  l i f e ,  the  mountains and rocks, the  s h e l l s  and fossils i n  a l l  p a r t s  of the 
world have a l l  f a s c i n a t e d  t h e  imaginat ion of many r e a d e r s ,  b u t ,  s t r a n g e  t o  s a y ,  
one of  t h e  most s t r i k i n g  a s p e c t s  of n a t u r e  - t h e  face of  t h e  sky - has never  been 
methodica l ly  d e s c r i b e d  by any t r a v e l e r .  

The adventures  and exper iences  d e s c r i b e d  a r e  v a r i e d  but 
t h e r e  i s  weather on almost  e v e r y  page. Unfor tuna te ly  p a r t i c u l a r  kinds of weather 
cannot always be found when nne w a i t s  t o  observe them. One o f  Abercromby’s str; 
wishes was t o  oncounter  a t r o p i c a l  hur r icane .  He s e l e c t e d  the  h u r r i c a n e  seaso:. - 
V i s i t i n g  Maur i t ius  a d  he spent  much time on t h e  China Sea i n  t h e  hope of meeti:!_ 
a typhoon, b u t  h i s  s e a r c h  was n o t  rewarded. 

Somebody 
mora s c i e n t i f i c  knowJ.edge t o  be brought  t o  b e a r  on t h e  facts  observed, and when 
f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t a k i n g  first-rste photographs of  atmospheric phenomena a r e  s o  much 
b e t t o r  than t h e y  were i n  Abercrombyts t ime. 
finance the e x p e d i t i o n ,  t h e  w r i t e r  of  t h e s e  n o t e s  will provide t h e  t r a v e l e r .  

II 

The book i s  unique. 

The t r a v e l o r  gleaned a g r e a t  deal  of  out-of-the-way meteoro logica l  information 
ought t o  r o p e a t  t h e  e n t e r p r i s e  a t  t h e  present  day,  when t h e r e  i s  SO much 

If some r i c h  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t  Will 
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