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ROGER ASCHUAM ON WIND STRUCTURE

EDITORS: Please substitiite the following note for the note :"A PILOT CHART FOR
AERONAUTS"intended for release DeCe 9, 1927 which should be killed.

The complexities of "wind structure" have assumed great importance in our
times because of their effects on the flight of aircraft. There are various ways of

observing them. Here is one described by the 16th century scholar Roger Ascham in

his book "Toxophilus":

"To see the wind with a man's eyes, it is impossible, the nature of it is so

fine and subtle; yet this experience of the wind had I once myself, and that was in

the great mnow which fell four years ago. I rode in the highway betwixt Topcliff..

upon-Swale and Boroughbridge, the way being somewhat trodden afore by waylaring

men; the fields on both sides were plain, and lay almost yard-deep with snbw; the
night b.efore had been a little froét, go that the enow was hard and crusted above.
hat miorning the sun shone br;ght and clear, the wind was whistling aloft, and sharp,

accor~ding to the time of the yearj the snow in the highway lay loose and trodden witl
Iorsee feet, so as the wind blew it took the loose snow with 1t, and made it so

slidse upon the snow in the field, which was hard and crusted by reason of the Ifrost
overnight, that thercby I might see very well the whole nature of the wind as it
blew that day. And I had a great delight and pleasure to mark it, which maketh me
now far better to remember it. Sometime the wind would be not past two yards

broad, and so it would carry the snow as far as I could see. Another time the snow
would blow over half the field at once. Sometime the snow would tumble softly,

bye and bye it would fly wonderful fast. And this I perceived also, that the wind

goeth by streams and not whole togethor."
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