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OVERCOATS IN MIDSUMMER, .LILIES IN DECEMBER - 
,.  

D r .  C,E.P.Brooks, o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Iaeteorological  O f f i c e ,  w r i t i n g  of t h e  peculi-.,  

annual  v a r i a t i o n  o f  temperature a t  S a n  FTancisco, quotes  as c u r r e n t  i n  t h a t  c i t y  a 

say ing  t o  the  e f f e c t  t h a t  o v e r c o a t s  a r e  worn t h e r e  i n  midsummer while l i l i e s  bloom 

i n  December, 

A t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p l a c e s ,  he says,  between t h e  t r o p i c s  and the p o l a r  c i r c l e s  

t h e  h i g h e s t  mean temperature  o c c u r s  i n  the month fol lowing t h e  summer s o l s t i c e  - 
July i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  hemisphere, January i n  t h e  southern.  A t  some p l a c e s  on islands 

and windward c o a s t s  t h e  g r e a t  h e a t  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  oceans d e l a y s  the’ext remes  of 

mean temperature u n t i l  a month l a t e r ,  but  San F‘rancisco i s  almost  unique among 

temporate  l o c a l i t i e s  i n  having September as i t s  warmest month, while even i n  

October t h e  average temperature  i s  h i g h e r  than t h a t  of  J u l y  and August,  

This  p e c u l i a r i t y  r e s u l t s  from the  prevalence dur ing  the  summer of s t r o n g  

winds from t h e  ocean, which blow through tho San Francisco gap i n  t h e  Coast Range 

toward t h e  i n t e n s e l y  heated i n t e r i o r  va l loy .  These winds, a i d e d  by t h e  fogs t h a t  

r o l l  i n  e v e r y  day from the  ocoan, keop tho tomperature  down. 

September, when t h e  autumn c o o l i n g  be ings  t o  lower t h e  temperature o f  t h e  v a l l o y ,  

t h a t  the  w e s t e r l y  winds l o s e  t h e i r  i n t e n s i t y  and the  temporature o f  San Francisco 

It i s  n o t  until 
> 

i s  a b l e  t o  r i s e  t o  i t s  n a t u r a l  1ev81.. 
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