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- OVERCOATS IN MIDSUMMER, .LILIES IN DECEMBER

Dr. C.E.P.,Brooks, of té;‘British Mgteorolopgical Officé, writing of the peculi-.
annual varlation of temperature at'sén Frencisco, quoties as current in that city a
saying to the effect that overcoats are worn there in midsummer while lilies bloom
in December,

At the majority of places, hse says, between the tropics and the polar circleg
the highest méan temperature occurs in the month following the summer solstice ~
July in the northern hemisphere, January in the southern. At some places on islands
and windward coastis the great heat capécity of the oceané delays the '‘extremes of
mean temperature uﬁtil a month later, but San Francisco is almost unique among
temperate localities in having September as its warmest month, while even in
October the average temperature is higher than that of July and August,

This peculiarity results from the prevalence during the summer of strong
winds from the ocean, which blow through the San Francisco gap in the Coast Range
toward the intensely heated interior valley. These winds, aided by the fogs that
roll in every day f;Pm the ocoan, keep the tomperature down. It is not until
September, when the autumn cooling beings to lower the temperature of the valley,
that the westerly winds lose their intensity and the temperature of San Francisco

is able to rise to its natural levela.
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