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ATTEMPTS TO DISPEL FOG .---- 
Tho problem of d i s p e l l i n g  f o g  by a r t i f i c i a l  means is perennia l .  Years ago we 

heard t h a t  S i r  O l i v e r  Lodge had so lved  i t  by t h e  use of an e l e c t r i c a l  cont r ivance  

e r e c t e d  on h i s  house i n  Liverpool  n out  the  c i t y  on t h e  Mersey is  s t i l l  a f f l i c t e d  

with fogs. 

i n g  away t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  "London p a r t i c u l a r  '' by t h e  use of e x p l o s i v e s .  

of t h i s  scheme proposed t o  u t i l i z e  a q u a n t i t y  o f  mortars  which had been designed 

f o r  t h e  purpose of  d i s p e l l i n g  h a i l s t o r m s  i n  I t a l y  b u t  had f a i l e d  t o  produce the 

d e s i r e d  e f f e c t s .  

ment and t h e  p r o j e c t  was abandoned. 

Then t h e  London County Council was approached with a scheme f o r  c l e a r -  

Tho promotor 

The county a u t h o r i t i e s  r e f u s e d  t o  prOVidQ funds f o r  t h i s  e x p e r i -  

Just b e f o r e  t h e  world war tho c i t y  of Lyons voted money f o r  experiments  i n  pr;- 

vent ing  the  formation of  fog i n  t h a t  c i t y  by c o a t i n g  t h e  R i v e r s  Rhono and Saone w i L  

o i l ,  About the  same p e r i o d  t h e  C o t t r e l l  p rocess  of e l e c t r i c a l  p r e c i p i t a t i o n , w h i c h  

is SO s u c c e s s f u l l y  a p p l i e d  i n  t r e a t i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  d u s t s  and fumes, was t r i e d  on thy 

f o g s  of t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  c o a s t ,  b u t  no th ing  seems t o  have r e s u l t e d ,  Q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  

t h e  Naval A i r c r a f t  Factory a t  P h i l a d e l p h i a  has  been the  scene o f  experiments i n  di , ,-  

s i p a t i n g  fog by means o f  e l e c t r i f i e d  sprays .  80 t angib le  r e s u l t s  have been 

announced. 

warming t h e  a i l lover  such p l a c e s  and t h u s  causing the  f o g  t o  ovapora te  havo been 
i n v e s t i g a t e d  and pronounced imprac t icable .  

known methods a r e  t o o  c o s t l y  f o r  o r d i n a r y  commercial u se .  Thus t h e  mat tor  now s t a n d r  

Schemes f o r  d r a i n i n g  o f f  t h e  fog-laden air from f l y i n g  f i e l d s  and a l s o  yfor " .  

On a 6maJl s c a l e  and i n  favorable  c i rcumstances f o g  can be d i s p e l l e d ,  b u t  a11 

( A 1 1  r i g h t s  rosorved  by Science S e r v i c e ,  I n c , )  
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