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Ti33 OLDEST WORK ON METEOROLOGY 

The f i r s t  formal t r e a t i s e  on meteorology was wri t ten by A r i s t o t l e  i n  t h e  f o u r t h  

c e n t u r y  B.C., and forms one of  the  s e r i e s  of works i l n  which t h a t  immortal philoso.. 

pher  endeavored t o  assemble and s e t  i n  order  t h e  whole,sum of s c i e n t i f i c  and 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  knowledge e x i s t i n g  i n  h i s  time. A r i s t o t l e  ) s  concept ion of  what he 

te rmed Itme t e o r o l o g i c a "  was c o n s i d e r a b l y  broader  than our  present  understanding of 

what c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  sc ience  of meteorology. His t r e a t i s e  i s  i n  f o u r  booksc 

f i rs t  t h r e e  d i s c u s s , i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  atmospheric phenomena,some t h i n g s , s u c h  as comets, 

that we now know a r e  o u t s i d e  t h e  atmosphere,and also a number of phenomena t h a t  we 

The 

now c l a s s i f y  under phys ica l  geography, oceanography, seismology, etc. 

p e r t a i n s  c h i e f l y  t o  physics .  

The f o u r t h  

From t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  t w e l f t h c e n t u r y  o f  our  era u n t i l  t h e  r i s e  of t h e  modern 

i n d u c t i v e  s c i e n c e s ,  t h e  works of  A r i s t o t l e  dominated educa t ion  i n  Europe. They were. 

used as textbooks i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and were,next  t o  t h e  B i b l e , t h e  supreme author-  

i t y  on a l l  branches of human knowledge. The f a c t  t h a t  one o f  h i s  works t r e a t e d  of 

meteorology gave t o  t h a t  s u b j e c t  a p r e s t i g e  and importance t h a t  it might n o t  o t h e r -  

wise have enjoyod,but  t h e  s p i r i t  i n  which t h o  t r e a t i s e  was s t u d i e d  was not  such as 

t o  s t i m u l a t e  o r i g i n a l  r e s e a r c h .  

Ar i s to t l e  t h a t  was s t u d i e d ,  n o t  meteorology.'! 

As Dr .  Gustav Hellrnann has  remarked, "It was 

An E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  of A r i s t o t l e ' s  Meteorology, by E, W. Webster, was 

publ i shed  i n  1923. 
( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved  by Science S e r v i c e ,  Inc.) 
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