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When Charles  Darwin, i n  the  course of h i s  famous voyage around the  World, 

crossed the.And0s i n  the,  year 1835, ho was much s t ruck  by the appearance of some 

of the  f i e l d s  of  perpetual  snow encountered near  the  summit of the  P o r t i l l 0  Pass, 

"These frozen masses,It he aays i n  h i6  Journal ,  "during the process of thawing,had 

in some p a r t s  been converted i n t o  pinnacles  o r  C O l U W S ,  which, a6 they were high 

and c lose  toge the r ,  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the  cargo mules t o  p866," 

N e a r l y  all subsequent t r a v e l e r s  in t h e  high Andes of Chilo and Argentina 

have brought back accounts of similar pinnacled SnOWfiOldc3b The jagged hummocks o f  

snow o r  i c e  a r e  usua l ly  from th ree  t o  six f e e t  high, but  occas iona l ly  much higherd 

Seen at a d i s t a n c e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  by moonlight, thoy bear  a certain resemblance 
I 

t o  white-robed human beings engagod i n  eomo solemn r o l i g i o u s  ceremony; whence the 

n a t i v e s  named them "la nievo de 10s peni tontes"  .. the  mow of thG poni ten te t  

Erne has been shortened f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  use t o  "nieve peni tent0 e ' '  

%is 

This phenomenon i s  now known t o  occur a t  high a l t i t u d e s  i n  many o ther  p a r t s  

the  world, bu t  i t s  most s t r i k i n g  developments appoar t o  be confined t o  t r o p i c a l  

o r  subt ropica l  regions,  Though discussions about i t s  o r ig in  have raged i n  the 

s c i e n t i f i c  j ou rna l s  for nea r ly  f o r t y  years ,  the  quest ion is s t i l l  unse t t led .  

(Al l  r i g h t s  resorvod by Science SerViCo, fnC*. )  
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