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UNDfBGROUND ICE 

Large mas8es o f  more o r  l e s s  c l e a r  i c e  a r e  found i n  the permanently f rozen 

ground o f  h i g h  1 8 t i t U d e s j  as, f o r  examplo,the subsoi l  of the S ibe r i an  tundrm,  

Such i c e  i s  va r ious ly  known as "ground ice,1t "subsoi l  i c e , "  ' ' foss i l  i c e , "  "'stone 

ice ,"  e t c .  

Even i n  t h o  temperate Zones there a r o  p laces  where subterranean depos i t s  of i c e  

a r e  found through the whole o r  the g r e a t e r  p a r t  of  the year.  These occur i n  

so-cal led Itice Caves," scores  of which a r e  l o c a l  wonders i n  America and elsewhere, 

o r  sometimes i n  deep gorges,  o r  among grea t  p i l e s  of  rocks,  as i n  the case  of the  

ce lebra ted  I ce  Mountain near  North River Mills,,, West Virg in ia@ f t  is Popularly 

be l ieved  t h a t  t he  i c e  found i n  such placos forms i n  summer and me l t s  i n  winter,  

r eve r s ing  tho normal order  of the seasons-, What a c t u a l l y  happens, a t  l e a s t  i n  

most  cases ,  is t h a t  pockets of co ld  a i r  gather  i n  winter and remain because they  

have no o u t l e t ,  while the ice  is mainly formed.from water t h a t  t r i c k l e s  down during 

the  thaws of spr ing ,  

A f t e r  a c l e a r  co ld  n igh t ,  e spec ia l ly  i n  the l a t e  autumn and early winter ,  the 

su r face  l a y e r  of amoi s t  gravelly soil is of ton  r a i s e d  an inch o r  two by a mass 

O f  v e r t i c a l  columns o r  needles  o f  i c c i  This ice  i s  pushed up by tho c a p i l l a r y  

a c t i o n  o f  s o i l  moisture.  
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