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THE IMPIIE;S,MIO OF THS SNOW CRYSTAM 

For 45 years Wilson A. Bentley,  of J e r i c h o ,  Vermont, has  beon photographing 

snow c r y s t a l s  under t h o  microscope. 

n e g a t i v e s  t o t a l o d  4,700,of Which no two wcro a l i k e .  This  numbor probably exceeds 

A t  t h e  c l o s c  of las t  w i n t e r  h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  of  

the  t o t a l  number o f  snow c r y s t a l s  drawn andphotographed by a l l  o t h e r  observers  i n  

t h e  world,from t h e  days of Olaus Mae;nus,who publ i shed  such p i c t u r e s  i n  t h e  six- 

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  down t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime. Pursued as a hobby,Bentley's sell'-. 

imposed task h a s  y i e l d e d  r o s u l t s  of absorb ing  i n t e r e s t  not only  t o  t h e  man of  

sc ience  b u t  a l s o j t h o  d e c o r a t i v e  a r t i s t  and tho general  p u b l i c .  His wonderful pic-  

t u r e s  have .been publ i shed  i n  books,magaZines and newspapers a l l  over  t h e  world. ' 
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They have appearod on tho motion p i c t u r e  s c r e e n  and have furn ishod d e s i g n s  f o r  the 

craf tsman 
i 

The c r y s t a l s  photographod range through v a r i o u s  degrees  of  complexity. Each 

win ter  B e n t l e y  photographs a few t h a t  he c l a s s e s  as "wonder" c r y s t a l s  on account  

o f  t h e i r  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  e l a b o r a t e  designs.  Last winter 's  snows y i e l d e d  40 of 

t h e s e  marvels ,  O f  one of them he wr i tes :  "3: have named i t  t h e  'good l u c k '  o r  
horsoshoe c r y s t a l .  
b u t ,  more wonderful s t i l l ,  it has s i x  surrounding f e a t u r e s ,  each of  which resomu 
b l e s  a h o r s e ' s  hoof wi th  heex ca1ks.l' P i c t u r e s  of t h i s  remarkable c r y s t a l  and 1 7  
o t h e r s  photographod last  win ter  w i l l  be found i n  the  Monthly Weather Review 
(Washington) f o r  August,  1927. 

o f  h o a r f r u s t ,  window i c e  and dewdrops. 

It n o t  o n l y  has a horseshoo p i c t u r e d  as its nuclear Poature 

The same s k i l l f u l  photographer h a s  secured many admirable nicrophotographs 

( A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Science S o r v i c e ,  Inc.) 
"9m-IL. l"-  

SCIENCE SERVICE, 
2 l s t  and B Sts., 
Washington, D,C. 


