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"Christmas", remarks a r e c e n t  E n g l i s h  w r i t e r ,  "has never  been q u i t e  what i t  

was. However severe  the  wea%her, somebody's g r a n d f a t h e r  i s  s u r e  t o  remember a 

season which was h a r d e r  s t i l l s . D  It  does  sometimes seem a5 though we a r e  never  

t o  see t h a t  old-fashioned Christmas E gain  - as i f  the  t i n s e l  6now on t h e  pos t -  

c a r d  and t h e  frost-bound s t o r i e s  o f  our youth were a f t e r  all only  meant t o  f l a t t e r  

d e l u s i o n  i n  t h e  o l d  o r  f o s t e r  i l l u s i o n  i n  the  very  youngr I1 

It i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  paradop t h a t  most d w e l l e r s  i n  o u r  l a t i t u d e s  go through 

l i f e  c h e r i s h i n g  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  our Chris tmases  a r e  normally as snowy as t h e y  are 

p i c t u r e d  on t h e  p o s t c a r d s ,  w i t h  on ly  ar. occas iona l  "green* one t o  make t h e  

p r o v e r b i a l  " fa t  churchyard". 

t h e  New. 

Germany and S i r  Richard  Gregory i n  England. 

mountains,  on ly  about  one Christmas i n  t e n  is cold  and snowy. 

Chris tmas as Mr. Fickwick and h i s  companioiis spent  a t  Dingley D e l l  i s  of r a r e  

The d e l u s i o n  i s  as p r o v a l c n t  i n  the Old Norld as i n  

D r .  Richard Hcnnig has  i n v e s t i g a t e d  the  s u b j e c t  o f  Christmas weather i n  

I n  t h e  former country,  except  in t h e  

I n  England such a 

o c c u r r e n c e , ' a n d  i n  cz p e r i o d  of 83 y e a r s  6now f e l l  only twice on Christmas Eve i n  

London ! 
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