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RZSARVOIRS AND FLOODS 

One of  t h e  many measures proposed f o r  t h e  m i t i g a t i o n  o f  floods is  t h e  con- 

s t r u c t i o n  of  g r e a t  s t o r a g e  r e s e r v o i r s  t o  take c a r e  of the  e x c e s s  water.  Such a 

p l a n  is g e n e r a l l y  admit ted t o  be i inpract icable  i n  c o n w c t i o n  wi th  t h e  f loods  of  

t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i ,  because of t h e  v a s t  a r e a 3  of  l a n d  t h a t  would be r e q u i r e d  f o r  

e f f e c t i v e  s t o r a g e  and t h e  enormous c o s t .  It does n o t  fol low,  however, t h a t  t h e  

method is n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  elsewhere. 

In  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r e c e n t  a lmost  unprecedented f loods  i n  New England, an 

e d i t o r i a l  i n  the  S tone  & Nebster  Journa l  says:  

"Reports from t h e  f looded  areas i n d i c a t e  t h a t  comparat ively l i t t l e  damage 

was done on c e r t a i n  t r i b u t a r i e s  on which s t o r a g e  r e s e r v o i r s  have been l o c a t e d  i n  

connec t ion  wi th  h y d r o e l e c t r i c  developments, These r e s e r v o i r s  n o t  o n l y  h e l d  back 

the  f lood  waters above b u t  were n o t  wholly f i l l e d  i n  s o  doing. The sav ing  i n  

p r o p e r t y  loss from t h i s  s t o r a g e  must  be a s u b s t a n t i a l  sum4 It thus appears  t h a t  

Kew England's hydroeloc t r i c  developments not only conserve f u e l  resources  and 

m a k e e l e c t r i c  power a v a i l a b l e  t o  r u r a l  6 s  wel l  as urban a r e a s ,  b u t ,  through t h e i r  

c o n t r o l  of  abnormal r i v e r  flow, a r e  also a d e f i n i t e  a i d  i n  prevent ing  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

and i n d u s t r i a l  loss ."  
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