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A block of c lear ,  Nard i c e  does not  revea l  t o  casua l  inspec t ion  the s l i g h t -  

e s t  l i in t  'of its complex e t r u c t u h .  

t o  v iew t he  innumerable s t a r r y  c r y s t a l s  of which i t  is  composed, 

There a r e ,  howover, sove ra l  ways o f  bringing 

One method is 

t o  rub the surface with a e c f t  pencil o r  t o  dus t  i t  lightly with soot  by mews of 

a s o f t  brush. The substarice thus appl ied f i l l s  the s l i g h t  depressions between 

neighboring c r y s t a l s  and discloses t h e i r  o u t l i n e s ,  

used i n  a similar way i o  br ing out  t he  d e t a i l s  o f  the f r o s t  f i p r e s  formed on 

A coat ing  o f  soot  can be 

window pan4s. 

Another process ,  mado familiar more than 3. g e n e r a t i o n  ago through the expari-  

mente and l e c t u r e s  of Professor Tyndall, c o n s i s t s  i n  passing a beam of l i g h t  

through a t h i n  s lab of ice  and watching the r e s u l t i n g  rejected on 8, 8CCem. 

L i t t l e  sh in ing  f i g u r e s  appear i n  the shape of  six-petaled flowers. 

r ep resen t s  an' open space i n  tho  i c e  where a c r y s t a l  has been melted by the  heat 

Each of these 

of the beam and r e t a i n s  the shape O P  the  crystal, The space i s  neBr?y f i l l e d  

with water, bu t ,  as i c e  con t r ac t s  i n  melting, a t i n y  bubble-like vacuum is l e f t  

at t h e  c e n t e r  of  each f l o w b r .  The spaces  and t h o i r  conten ts  have sometimes been 

c a l l e d  "negative" o r  "inverse" c r y a t a l s ,  
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