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"There was no informat ion ,"  s a p  Boswell, "for which D r .  Johnson was l e s s  

g r a t e f u l  t'han f o r  t h a t  which concerned t h e  weather ,##If any one of h i s  i n t i m a t e  

acqunintance t o l d  him i t  was h o t  o r  c o l d ,  v m t  o r  d r y ,  windy o r  calm, he viould s t o p  

them by s s y i n g ,  'Pohl poh! You a r e  t e l l i n g  us t h a t  of which nonobut men i n  a mine 

o r  n dungeon can be i g n o r a n t .  &t us  boar  ait. a t i e n c e  o r  en joy  i n  q u i e t  e lementary 

changes,  Whether f o r  tho b e % t e r  o r  t h c  worse, as t h e y  are never  s o c r ~ t s . ~ "  
+ 

From t ime irnmeqorial tho weather has been a u n i v o r s a l  t o p i c  of  conversat ion.  

There i s ,  however, Gome r iasor l  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  people d i s c u s s  tho s u b j e c t  l e s s  

nowadays - When a r t i f ic ia l  condi t io l i s  o f  l i f e  make humanity t o  a c e r t a i n  degree 

independent, of  weathe influences -. th8n t h e y  d id  i n  former t imes.  

figures b e a r i n g  on t h i s  p o i n t  havo been bdclucsd by Prof. H. T. Moore, the psycholo-. 

G i s t )  who r e c e n t l y  CollectGd fragments of  c o n v e r s a t i o n  overhoad on Broadway, IdoW 

York, at- Columbus, Ohio, and i n  London, l a s s i f i e d  them according t o  s u b j e c t .  

Some s u r p r i s i n g  1 

ck 
Only two o u t  of'2OO conversa t ions  overheard i n  London r e l a t e d  t o  weather - 

though t h e  wor ld ' s  m e t r o p o l i s  has an &undancc of weather worth t a l k i n g  about.  

Leos t h a n  hu3f a doz$!i of  500 conv2rnatioiis gleniied in"o1umbus d e a l t  with t h i s  

s u b j e c t ,  and s o  r a r e l y  i s  t h e  woa'ihcr mcntionc;d on Broadway t h a t  Prof ,  h k m - 0  ignorod 
\ 

i t  i n  h i s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  
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