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WHAT IS A BLIZZAFiD? 

One o f  t h o  e a r l i e s t  desc r ip t ions  of ,what we now call a b l i z z a r d  was wr i t ton  

by Henry E l l i s ,  who made a voyago t o  Hudson Bay i n  the year 1746, and winterod 

n e a r  York Factory,  

no t  only on account of  tho intonaa cold but; also owing t o  the air being f i l l e d  

He speaks of  tho northwest wind as being oxcoedingly t ry ing ,  

w i t h  f i n e ,  hard p a r t i c l e s  o f  mow,  which made i t  almost unbearable. 

E l l i s  did  not  use t h e  word l t b l i zza rdn ,  and tho h i s t o r y  of t h i s  

shroudod i n  obscuri ty .  Thoro have been many speculat ions about i t s  

ing  t o  t he  metaorologifi t  Fe r re l ,  t h e  word may havo o r ig ina t ed  mong 

Dakota,who a re  said t o  havo c n l l c d  such winds f l b l i t z a r t i g l t ,  meaning 

word i 6  

or ig in .  irecord- 

the Garmans of 

"1 ightning- 

l i k e f t ,  from which Itblizzard" arose ns a corrupt ion.  

grapher,  says  i t  is an o ld  English terrn,while some cu r ren t  encyclopedias stat0 

that,  i n  the form ' tbleasard,l t  i t  j.6 sti l l  cu r ren t  i n  the d i a l e c t  of Lancashire,  

Frank H.ViZetolly,the 1QXiCo- 

KO montion o f  it  occur^, howaver, i n  Wright's huge "English Dia l ec t  Dictionary", 

I n  t h i s  country the  word,in i t s  present  senstr,has been t raced  back only t o  the 

s i x t i e s  of the last century,  

The t rue  b l i z z a r d  i s  EL combinntion of high wind, intengo cold and an abundance 

of f ino  snow i n  the  air, 

word ind iscr imina te ly  t o  .my heavy snowstorm, accompanied by more o r  

le68 wind. 

In  recent  yerxs thore  has been a tendency t o  apply tho 

Of genuine b l i zza rds  tho  worst a r e  undoubtedly those tha t  prevai l  on 

tho shores  of Antarc t ica ,  as deacribod in S i r  Douglas Mawson's book, "Tho Homo 

of the B l i z z a r d " ,  
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