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THE COROLA
Everybody is femilisr with the nocturnal aspectacle thet Tennyson describes as
vesThe tende; anber round
Which the moon about her spreadeth,
Moving thro' a flescy night.
This diffuse reddish or rainbow-tinted circlo ip called a "corona". It occurs about
the sun as well as the moon, and also about street lamps and ofher terrestrial
lights when viewed through a gisty atmosphere. On account of the dazzling bright-
neeg of the sun the corona formed about it genérally escapes notice. In seeking
it you should protect your eyes with sﬁoked glass or dark-colored spgctacles, or
stand in such a position that the solar disk is just out of sight behind some opaqus
object such as the projecting angle of a building.

It is unfortunate that this optical phenomenon bears the same name as the
teguous outer atmosphere of the sun, seen only during total eclipses. The meteoro-
logical andestronomical coronas are as little related to each other as is the -

locust of the vegetable kingdon to the locust that preys on the farmer's crops.

The optical corone is due to the process called “diffraétion", which occurs
vhem 1ight is bent around ob jects inﬁts peth, instead of-passing through them, as
it refraction. The process invelves ;eparation of the prismatic colo£s. The
®iffraction phenomens of the atmosphere are produced by the water droplets of cloud
and fog, or sometimes by fine dust.

Not all the rines seen around the sun or moon, chining through clouds, are
Coronas. Some ardhalog, due to the refraction of the light by ice crystais. Mogt
Coronag are of much ;mailer diamoter than the common helos.
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