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FROST FAIRS OrJ TIE THAIES 

hews of the recent  severe  co ld  s p e l l  i n  England r e c a l l 8  t h e  fact  t h a t  n o t  

s ince t h e  year  1814 have Londoner8 held a " f ros t  fairn op t h e  f rozen su r face  O f  

the Thames. In  former tinies t he re  were eevera l  of these  events ,  and the re  i s  an 

ex tens ive  l i t e r a t u r e  concerning them. The e a r l i e s t  was t h a t  which began a t  the 

c lose  of the  year 1604, Sayo Holinshed's Chronicle: 

I "n New Year's even people went over and along the  Thames on the  i c e  from 
L 

London Bridge t o  Westminster, 

b3cn on d r y  landb 

s 3 t  upon tho Thames; and the  people, both men and women, went d a i l y  on the  Thames 

Some playad a t  f o o t b a l l  as boldly t h e r e  as i f  it had 

Divers of t he  cour t ,  being d a i l y  at Westminster, shot  a t  p r i cks  
I 

i n  g rea t e r  numbws than i n  any s t r e e t  o f  t h e , c i t y  o f  London." 

X much g r e a t e r  fair  occurred i n  January , 1608, Many booths and t e n t s  were s e t  

U P  on the  i o 0  f o r  tho s a l e  o f  food and l i q u o r s ,  and some of  thom, i t  i s  s a i d ,  had 

f i r e s  in them, 

tho 5 th  of February. 

The g r o a t  f a i r  of 1 6 8 3 4  l a s t e d  from the beginning o f  Deuember t o  

Zvolyn has descr ibed  t h i s  f a i r  a t  cpnsiderable  l e n g t h  i n  h i s  

d i a r y ,  King Charles with severa l  o t h e r s  of the royal-household v i s i t e d  the  spo r t s  
\ 

on the r i v e r  and had t h e i r  names p r i n t e d  on one of  the aeveral  p re s ses  i n s t a l l e d  on 

the i c e .  

tho r i v e r .  Many documents p r in t ed  on tho i c e  a t  t h i s  time and a l s o  dur ing  the fair* 

o f  1739140 hava bean preaerved. 

During tho f a i r  of  1715-16 p r in t ing  pritsses were again i n  opera t ion  on 
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