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THE ALPENGEC 

Among snow-capped mountains sunr i se  and sunse t  phenomena some times assume a 

P s r t i c u l a r l y  b e a u t i f u l  form, which is known as the  IIAlpenglow, 'I because most des- 

cp ip t ions  o f  it  r e l a t e  t o  the Alps, and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  i t s  appearance on t h e  huge 

snowy mass o f  Mont Blanc. I n  f i n e  woather, j u s t  before  sunse t ,  the  peaks t o  the ' .  

eastward begin t o  show a redd i sh  o r  golden hue* This f ades  gradually, b u t  i n  a 

f 3 w  minutes, when the sun is a l i t t l e  below the obse rve r ' s  horizon but  the peaks 

themselves are s t i l l  bathed i n  d i r e c t  s u n l i g h t ,  an in tense  r e d  glow, beginning down 

the s lopes ,  moves upward t o  t h e  summits. 

ashy t i n t ,  as the  peaks a r e  immersed in  t h e  r i s i n g  dark segment of the  e a r t h ' s  sha- 

4oW:cl 

Presen t ly  t h i s  glow i s  succeeded by an 

Thei r  rocks and snows aeeume a l i v i d  appearance - the  "corpse-like hue" of 

desc r ip t ions .  

In  ord inary  weather darkness  succeeds without any f u r t h e r  no tab le  phenomena, 

but  occas iona l ly  the re  occurs  a romarkable renewal of  rosy  l i g h t  upon the peaks,  

known aa the t l recolora t ion"  o r  l laftorglowll.  A t  Chamonix t h i s  is c a l l e d  the  
\ 

r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  hlont Blancv. Sometimes t h i s  glow lasts u n t i l  an hour a f t e r  sun-. II 

s3tj and i t  passe6 away from below upwar&,. On very rare occasions t h e r e  i s  a second 

af terglow.  

o f ton  than at sunse t ,  

Similar phenomena a r e  seen i n  r e v e r ~ e  o rde r  i n  the  morning, though l e s s  
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