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THE ALPENGLOW

Lmong snow=capped mountains suﬁrise and sunse# phenomeng sometimes assume a
Particularly beautiful form, which is known as the ?Alpenglow,ﬁ because most des-
criptions of it relate to the Alps, and especially to its appeérance on the huge
saowy mass pi-qup Blapc: In fine weather? just before sunset, the péaks‘to the
eagtward begin‘tp ghow a redd;sy or éolden hues This fades gr;dua}ly, but in a
faw minutes, when the sun is a little bolow the obsefver‘s ﬁofizon but the peaks
themselves are still bathed in direct sunlight, an intense red glow, beginning down
the slopes, moves upward to thg summits§t Presently this glow is sucgaeded by an
ashy tint, as #he peeks are immersed in phe'rising dark segment of the earth?s.sha—
dows! Their rocks and snows assume a livid appearaﬁce - the "corpse-like hue" of |
Bwiss descriptionsf ' | | |

In ordinary weather darkness succeeds without any further notable phenomena,
but occasionally there occurs a remarkable renewal of roéy light upon the peaks,
kaown as the "recoloration" or "afterglow"s At Chamonix this is called the
"resurrection of Mont Blané?w Sometimes ihis glow lasts until.an‘hour after sun-
83%y and it passes away from below upward. On vefy fare occasions there is a second
afterglow. Similar phgnomena are seen in reverse order in the morning, though less
often than at sunset, |
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