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ANOTHER KIND OF NX"ER 

The r a i n y  season i n  B r i t i s h  India. (June t o  Septomber, i nc lus ive )  was once known 

a3 'wintor" - a use of t h i s  word tha t  has been s t r a n g e l y  overlooked i n  the O W i S -  

c i e n t  Oxford Engl ish Dict ionary;  Corresponding terms i n  French and Spanish - 
V l Z ,  "hivernage" and winvierno," r e s p e c t i v e l y  n a r e  s t i l l  so used i n  t r o p i c a l  

c o u n t r i e s r  

Yuls ana Burnel l  'E  ltHobsondobsont' sugges ts  t h a t  t h i s  Use may have o r ig ina t ed  

i n  the f a c t  t h a t  winter '  i n  many p a r t s  of  the Mediterranean coas t  i s  f r equen t ly  

a season of  r a i n ,  while r a i n  is raro i n  summer, Hence the  Arabic word " s h i t a "  

i s  appl ied  t o  both winter and r a i n ,  

In h r c h a s  h i s  Pilgrimes t h e r e  i 6  a denc r ip t ion  o f  a p a r t  o f  Ind iawhich  

6 3 ~ 6 %  

t w n t i e t h  o f  Septembers" 

'!The winter  hQWQ beginneth about t he  first of Iune and du re th  till the  

A similar use o f  t h e  term is found i n  Hakluyt's Voyage6 

aiid mmly o the r  works of a few cen tu r i e s  ago, 

Nhile t h i s  usage is  now q u i t e  oboolete,  the  corrospondihg term "Indian 

summer," appl ied t o  the  season of f ine  weather i n  the Indian mas, surv ives  i n  

Board of Trade r egu la t ions  regarding the  load  l i n e s  of B r i t i s h  ves se l s .  

l i n e s  of p l imso l l ' s  mark, which shows how deeply a vessol  may be loaded a t  d i f f e r -  

One of t he  

e n t  seasons,  i s  l e t t e r e d  n I S i f ' .  

'!Indian summer I t he  maximum depth  t o  which the  vesse l  can be loaded f o r  voyages 

The r egu la t ions  s t a t e  t h a t  t h i s  mark i s  f o r  

n dur ing  the  f i n e  season i n  the Indian Bean between the  limits of  Suez and $ingapOrer 
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