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THE “TULE” FOGS OF CALIFORNIA 

The dense fogs t h a t  p r e v a i l  on t h e  c o a s t  of Ca l i fo rn ia  i n  summer a r e  formed 

at sea by t h e  blowing o f t h c  wind over  a b e l t  of  cold water near  shore,  and a r e  

brought i n l and  by the a f te rnoon sea  b rec l e .  The less f requent  winter f o g s  of t he  

S m . 0  c o a s t  a re  formed over land and occur i n  a l l  p a r t s  of  t h o  s t a t e .  They are .10-  

tally known as “ t u l e ”  fogs ,  because they f requent ly  o r i g i n a t e  over t he  marshes and 

OvfA-flowed l ands  where tho t u l e ,  o r  bu l rush ,  is t h e  Charac t e r i s t i c  p l a n t ,  

These fogE form a t  n igh t  whon tho air over the  m o i s t  land is  cooled by r ad ia -  

t h n .  

they a r e  c a r r i e d  seaward they  do no t  o f t e n  go P a r  from shore, and they are genera l ly  

not more than 100 t o  200 f e o t  deep. 

naviga t ion  thw.  the  broador and deeper t o g  b e l t  o f  t h e  summor months. A lookout at  

They p e r s i s t  u n t i l  evaporated by t h e  6un o r  c a r r i e d  away by winds. Though 

For both reasons they a r e  l e s s  dangerous t o  

the masthead can o f t e n  see over them and thus enable  the vesse l  t o  keep the  c o r r e c t  

Course . 
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