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"SAND MIST" IN THE FAR_EAST

In an article published a few years Ago by the AstrohomicalASociety of Japan,
Yuji S Co ' . o . e
Erofﬂ[Wada described an 1nteresting phenomenon well known in the Far East under
‘the name of "bai". 1In English it is. called "sand. mist"

Thess mists prevail in spring and are associated with the presence of a baro-

metric depression over central Chine., In winter the ground is !rozen, ‘and in
summer it is knit togetiner by grass, but between these seasons the loose surface
is churned up by the wind and clouds of sand rise to a great height. These.are
carried'eastward, afterwar@ collecting moistuﬁe and.falling es & colored mist.
During the fall the sun ie‘obscured and objects aeeuﬁe a yellow or ashy hue, as.l
during an eclipse of "the sun, for which phenomenon fhe mists wers often mistaken
by the ancient chroniclefee |

Characteristic of the‘"bai" is the thick ooating of very fine yellow dust
that settiee everywhere. During one of these mists on March 4, 1915, a fall of
One~-fourth of an 1nch of dust was reported in Etchu Provincc, Japan. Sometimes
the dust descends mixed with rain. A heavy shower or.orange-colored rain in the
Year 1306 is said to have caused the oeeths of many human beings end sattlo.

(All rights reserved by Science Service, Inc.)

o g Sy Y . 0 g

SCIENCE SERVICE,
2lst and B Sts.,
Washington, D.C.



