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"SAND MIST" I N  THE FAR EAST 

In  an a r t i c l e  published a few yea r s  ago by t h e  AsCronomical Society ot  Japan, 
Y u j  i 

Prof*/Wada descr ibed  an i n t e r e s t i n g  phenomenon wel l  known i n  t h e  Far East under 

the  name of "b&i". . I n  EnglIsh S t  i s  ca l l ed  "sand m i s t " .  
. I  

These mists p reva i l  i n  s p r i n g  and a r e  assoc ia t ed  wi th  the  presence of a baro- 

metr ic  depression over c e n t r a l  China, 

Summer i t  is  k n i t  toge tner  'by grass ,  but betwoen these  seaoons the  loose sur face  

i s  churnad up by the  wind and clouds of sand r i s e  t o  a g r e a t  he igh t -  

In  win ter  t h e  ground $8 f rozen,  and i n  

These .we 

c a r r i e d  eastward, a f te rward  c o l l e c t i n g  moisture and f a l l i n g  as a colored m i s t .  

*ing the f a l l  the sun is obscured and ob jec t s  assume a yellow o r  ashy hue, as 

during an e c l i p s e  of * t h e  sun, f o r  which phenomonon the  mists were o f t e n  mistaken 

by t h e  anc ien t  chronic le rs .  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t he  "bai" i s  t h e  t h i c k  coa t ing  of very f i n e  yellow dust 

that s e t t l e 6  everywherd. 

one-fourth of an inch  of d u s t  was repor ted  i n  Etchu Province,  Japan. 

the d u s t  descends mixad with r a i n ,  

During one of these mists on March 4, 1915, a f a l l  of 

Somotimes 

A heavy shower of orange-colored r a i n  i n  the  

year 1306 is s a i d  t o  have caused the  deaths  of many human boings and o a t t l e .  
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