
A Science Service Feature 
L.- 

Released on reoeipt  
but intended far w e  
January 24, 1928 S WHY TBE WEATHER 1 ‘Mailed Jasluarr 1?7, 1928 

By %#le6 FltZhUgh Tal-, 
Authority on Meteorology 

-II...I FIGHTING~INTER --IN C&IFORN_I_A 

While i n  most p a r t s  of the United 8bt86 frost-fighting i s  a .task of the  

spring and amtumn, the extreme southern par t s  of t h e  country, Including the great 

fruit-growing d i s t r i c t s  of Flor ida and California,  have the i r  occasional destruct-  

ive f r o s t s  i n  the winter. The f r o s t s  and freezes  or the winter 8eason are t h e  
4 

great  scourge of the  c i t r u s  industry. The f reeze Of January, 19% in C a l i f O r n f a  

reduced the orange crop of that  state from 36,000 carloads t o  6,000 carload6b 

aame event caused the Cal$f ornia citrus-growers t o  t u r n  t h e i r  a t ten t ion  6eriOUSlY 

t o  orchard-heating as a means ob protection, 

The 

A t  the present time orchambheating i s  systematically practfcei! on 50,000 

acres  of c i t r u s  groves i n  California,  where f u l l y  2,500,000 heaters  are i n  U S 8 0  

This l a  probably 

bined. In  order 

of o i l  bQvg been 

But f o r  the  

1- L O  

a greater  number than the t o t a l  used i n  the r e s t  of the  world coma 

t o  keep these mill ions of heaters  burning as much 8s 1 , g O O  carloads 
6 

used i n  a single  night.  

intensive frcot-warning service o f  the  Weather Bureau a d  the vigi- 

l a n t  a t t e n t i o n  of the growera t o  the thousand8 of thermometers i n s t a l l e d  in groves, 

the  c o s t l y  appl icat ion of t h i s  process could not be BO accurately timed as t o  avoid 

a V a s t  waste of o i l  on the one hand o r  the destruct ion of the crop on the other. 
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