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A TYPICAL BLIZZARD 

The following vivid description of a blizzard on the plains  of North Dakota 

was published fo r ty  years ago by C. A. LounsbuW: , 

"The sun at  r i s ing  was hid behind a red mantle of clouds. The air was un- 

usually mist .  

rain;  the r a i n  t o  snov. About four inches o f  snow f e l l .  The thermometer was in  

A gentle m i s t  deposited moisture on every twig; the m i s t  turned t o  

the v ic in i ty  of the freezing-point. About 9 p.m. the mind shif ted to  the north- 

west and i t s  velocity increased t o  about 40 miles an hour. It turned cold, and 

each s q a r a t e  flake o f  snow became a pa r t i c l e  of ice. 

'Ids the wind aould l i f t  f i ne  dust and whirl i t  throu& the air, so t h i s  

body of snow mas l i f t ed .  

Was Impossible. 

To distinguish the form of a human being 10 fee t  away 

A barn, even, could. not have been seen 20 f ee t  i n  front of one, 

f t  mas a mad rushing combination of wind and snow, which neither man nor beast 

stacks were l i t e r a l l y  covered by the d r l f t i ng  snow, and Then the storm was over 

ca t t l e  fed f rom the tops of the stacks, 

a d  mimy of them were smothered. 

My shepp huddled together i n  the sheds, 

IIPersons l o s t  upon tho pra i r ies  were almost cer ta in  t o  meet death unless 

f a l i a r  with tho nature of these storms .*. I learned of many instances where 

persons were l o s t  i n  trying t o  go from the house t o  the barn, and of other in- 

stances where cords were fastened t o  the house s o  that ,  i f  the barn should be mise- 

ed, 

a i r  

by holding t o  the cord the house could be found again." 

with blinding oloude of.ffno snow f a  not a blizzard,  
' lkis wns R true blizzard. A storm i n  which the mind does not fill the 
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