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SAVING &UCHINmY FROhl WIND 

The coopera t ive  organiza t ion  known as t h e  Associatoed Factory Mutual Fire 

Insurance Companies i n  a recent  pamphlet on the  s u b j e c t  of windstorm damage c a l l s  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  danger of opera t ing  c e r t a i n  kinds of material-handling machinery 

i n  windy weather. Vie read! 

"Many mater ia l -handl ing s t r u c t u r e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  overhead t r a v e l i n g  crane8 and 

l a r g e  gan t r i e s  o r  t r a v e l i n g  br idges ,  have been wrecked by wind, These equipments 

a r e  c o s t l y  and t h e i r  loss may s e r i o u s l y  c r i p p l e  p l an t  operat ions,  They r equ i r e  

adequate braking and anchoring, which may be accomplishod manually o r  au tomat ica l ly  

o r  bo th ,  depending upon the  wind hazard and the  value and importance of t h e  crane.  

Operation of l a r g e  valuable  equipments, such as l a r g e  gan&ries  o r  t r ave l ing  br idges ,  

should not  be attempted during s t rong winds o r  upon the  approach of  a storm. All 

anchoring devices  ohould be appl ied a t  such times.'' 

I n  t h i s  connection it may be montionod t h a t  two o r  t h roe  American manufacturers 

now o f f e r  "alarm" anemometers of d i f f e r e n t  types ,  which f l a s h  u l i g h t  o r  r i n g  a 

b e l l  when t h e  wind reaches a c e r t a i n  s t r e n g t h ,  There a re  a l s o  dev ices ,  including 

one known as t h o  "anemometer l i m i t  swi tch ,"  which au tomat ica l ly  c u t  o f f  tho  power and 

s e t  brakes o r  clamps s o  0.6 t o  prevent t he  opera t ion  of material-handling s t r u c t u r e s  

when t h e  f o r c e  of t h e  wind reaches t h e  danger poin t ,  
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