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S0P"lE FFFSCTS OF CI-IINOOlC WINDS 

Some s t r i k i n g  e f f e c t s  of chinook winds wero dcscr ibod more than  a qaarter of 

a century  ago by E.J.Glass, o f  the  Weather Buroau, as fOllOW8: 

"Along the  e a s t e r n  S ~ O P C  of t h e  Rocky buntailis i n  winter ,  w i th  a temperaturo 

below zero and the  round covered with snow, a p e c u l i a r  moaning o r  wh i s t l i ng  sound 

i s  most welcome t o  the  oar ,  This  sound trots l i k e  magic on i ts  h e a r e r s r  It causes 

the  business  man t o  l o s e  a moment i n  h i s  c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  c l e r k  t o  pause i n  h i s  

r o u t i n e ,  and the  stockmsul t o  l i s t e n  in t en t ly .  

"This'wind is  more welcome t o  stockmen, perhaps,  than t o  any o the r  class of 

business  men, ' b e  stockmen know t h a t  t h e  high v e l o c i t i e s  which gonera l ly  charac te r -  

i z o  t hese  winds w i l l  f i rs t  blow the  mow from t h e  h i l l s  =and high ground i n t o  t h e  

rav ines ,  thon t h e  tempernture w i l l  r i s e ,  u sua l ly  above 40 dcgrees ,  and occas iona l ly  

above 50 degrees ,  and c l o a r  t hc  rcuigos s o  t h a t  t he  s tock  cctn f i n d  food. 

"The snow i s  d r i f t o d  by t h c  chinooks i n t o  the  deep c:uiyons and ravines.  It 

is s l i g h t l y  molted on t h e  ourfnco by tho warmth of the  wind, ruid the  water percola t -  

ing  slowly downward gra8wl ly  converts  the  mass i n t o  s o l i d  ice .  Unless these  
, 

d r i f t s  be s o l i d i f i e d  by t h e  thawing cmd f r ecz ing  process  they  cannot b 

On f o r  summer U s ( ? .  Thus chinooks se rve  a Useful purpose i n  t h e  s to rage  o f  t he  

dpended dfl. 

enow t h a t  suppl ies  t h c  water  t o  our  r i v e r s  during tho  Bumincr season. Tho s o l i d i -  
f i c a t i o n  of t h e  snow by t h e  chinook winds, by rcmlcr ing rap id  thawing impO66ibl13, 
prevents  t h o d c s t r ~ c t i v e  spr ing  f r e s h e t s  i n  strc,ms and r i v e r s  t h a t  somotimcs 
OcOUr when tho  snow l i e s  undr i f t ed  over  tho ' h i l l s  and plains. 
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