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WINTER IN THE ARCTIC 

The exaggerated ideas  t h a t  once p reva i l ed  concerning the r i g o r s  of Arct ic  

c l imate  a r e  gradual ly  g iv ing  way t o  more accura te  not ions .  The widely c i r c u l a t e d  

the B r i t i s h  Associat ion f o r  t h e  Advancement of Science last  September, pointed out  

how t h e  d i s p e l l i n g  of t h e  o l d  de lus ions  has promoted explora t ion  in high l a t i t u d e s ,  

He sa id :  

"Men who know t h e  po la r  reg ions  a r e  no longer  f r igh tened  by t h e  co ld  and dark- 

ness..,The t e r r o r  that t h e  Arc t ic  i n s p i r e d  was a legacy of mediaeval s u p e r s t i t i o n ;  

the Outcome, lQe  all o u p e r s t i t i o n s ,  of ignorance. Before Europeans had ever  exporid 

encod a p o l a r  n igh t ,  they  thought it must bo f a t a l .  Tho o l d  whalers i n  Spi tsbergen 

Could conceive of no g r e a t e r  ho r ro r  t han  t o  s t a y  t h e r e  during t h e  winter.  Thore i s  a 

t a l e  t h a t  an at tempt  t o  found a winter  se t t lement ,  t o  guard t h e  whaling s t o r e s ,  f a i l o i .  

because t h e  B o t t l e r s ,  who could be obta ined  only by r e l e a s i n g  convic ts ,  begged, on 

sQ@ing Spi tsbergen,  t o  be allowed t o  r e t u r n  t o  jail and even execution r a t h e r  than  

s t a y  and endure the  unknown horror6 of an Arctic n i g h t ,  
"The l egacy  of f e a r  is st i l l  p a r t  of Europo's regard f o r  polar r eg ions ,  bu t  t he  

explorer  has conquered it and he knows we l l  t h a t  it r e q u i r e s  no p a r t i c u l a r  courage 
t o  f a c e  t h e  polar c l imate ,  F i f t y  years ago expedition6 dug t h e m e l v e s  i n t o  winter  
qua r t e r s  and s tagnated  ha l f  t h o  year ,  Nares considored it c r u e l t y  t o  ask h i s  men 
t o  s ledge  before  Apr i l ,  bu t  now win te r  i s  rogarded by the  explorer ,  as by t h e  
Eskimo, as a u s e f u l  per iod f o r  s ledging,  The i c e  and snow have b e t t e r  su r f aces  and 
t h e  temperatures a r e  not uncomfortably high. 'I 
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