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WHY GROUNDHOG DAY? 

Once a year  tho groundhog becomes f o r  t h e  time being the-most fumOUs animal i n  
wild 

heriCa. All the  r e s t  of  the/fauna combined ha rd ly  rece ive  s o  much a t t e n t i o n  a t  

time as i s  accorded t h i s  humble marmot on the  sccond of February - ye t  j u s t  how 

he achieved h i s  r epu ta t ion  has never  been explained. 

The antecedents  of  t h e  Groundhog Day s u p e r s t i t i o n  are,  t o  bo s u r e ,  wel l  known. 

For Centur ies  p a r t i c u l a r  days i n  t h e  ca lendar  have becn supposed t o  f u r n i s h  a Clue 

to t h e  weather of subgequent seasons.  One of these  wa6 Candlemas Day, as February 

i s  c a l l e d  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l l y .  There a r e  many sayings arid s u p e r s t i t i o n s  connected 

wi th  Candlemas Day weather as a s i g n  of t h e  weather t o  come. One proverb runs 

I f  Candlemas Day be fair 'and b r i g h t ,  
Winter w i l l  have another  f l i g h t ;  

Winter i s  gone and w i l l  n o t  come again. 
If on Candlcmas Day it  be 6hower and r a i n ,  

According t o  t h e  Scotch version 

I f  Candlemas D.ay be f a i r  and c l e a r ,  
T h e r e ' l l  be tvm winters  i n  the  year. 

no ther  proverb S3ySl "As far as t h e  sun shines  i n  at t h e  window on Candlemas Day, 
EO deep w i l l  tho  snow be o re  winter  is gons.'' 

mal appears t o  have o r ig ina t ed  i n  Germany a t  least  36 fer brick as t h e  s ix t een th  
century.  
shadow" -011 a sunny Candleinns Day and Pails t o  see  i t  on 8 cloudy one; i n  t h e  former 
case  re turn ing  t o  h i s  l a i r  f o r  a few weeks and i n  t h c  l a t t e r  remaining out  t o  enjoy 
an e a r l y  spr ing .  

the  groundhog i n  America, 
begin t o  be mentioned i n  American books and newspapersr 
t r i ed  t o  f ind  out.  

The apecial  form of the s u p e r s t i t i o n  that ascr ibe6 prophet ic  behavior t o  an ani.. 

In  Geman f o l k l o r e  it is t h e  bear ,  t h o  badger o r  the  fox  t h a t  "sees h i s  

The poin t  t h a t  i s  not  c l e a r  i s  how t h e  prophet ic  r o l e  came t o  be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  

Apparently nobody has eve r  
When d i d  t h i s  happen1 ht  what per iod d id  Groundhog Day 
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