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1 W H Y  THE WEATHER 2 'ailed Jaiiuary 28, 1928 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology 

THE ALASKAN \VEATHER SERVICE 

The  weather s e r v i c e  I n  Alaska ,  though i t  incl.udos s t a t i o n s  t h a t  were i n  opera- 

t i o n  long before  the  beginning of t h e  present  cen tury ,  has been an organized u n i t  

of t h e  United S t a t e s  Weather Bureau only s i n c e  1916, 

Si tka ,  There arc about 70 s t a t i o n s .  Most of t hese  a r e  maintained only f o r  t he  

Purpose of  ob ta in ing  c l ima t i c  records ,  but  t h e r e  are 11 t h a t  r epor t  t h e i r  observa- 

It ha6 i t s  headquarters  a t  

t i o n s  twice a day by wire o r  by r ad io ,  f o r  t h e  use 00 f o r e c a s t e r s .  

Besides enabling t h e  Bureau t o  I s sue  l o c a l  f o r e c a s t s  i n  t h o  t e r r i t o r y ,  t hese  

*laskan r e p o r t s  a r e  t r ansmi t t ed  t o  fo recas t ing  cen te r s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  proper,  

where they  have proved of g rea t  va lue ,  e spec ia l ly  i n  connaction wi th  t h e , i s s u e  of 

storm warnings f o r  tho  Pac i f i c  coas t  and co ld  wave warnings f o r  themiddle and west- 

e rn  s t a t e s ,  It is s t a t e d  t h a t  the value of t h e  per i shable  products saved through 

cold wave warnings during a r ecen t  wintor i n  the  Chicago f o r e c a s t  d i s t r i c t  a lone 

was more than, $10,000,000, and t h a t  these  warnings would have been loss prompt and 

l e s s  accura te  without the  r epor t s  from A l a s k a .  
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