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AMERICm WEATHER MAPS 

The e a r l i e s t  o f f i c i a l  d a i l y  weather maps i ssued  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  publish- 

ed by t h e  S igna l  Serv ice  i n  Washington, began t o  appear i n  January, 1871. They 

were crude documents, compared with the b e a u t i f u l  l i thograph  map now issued  from 

the  c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  of t h e  Weather Bureau i n  t h e  same c i t y ,  They were manifolded 

by the  use of carbon paper, t h e  impressions being made by means of s t e e l  d i e s  and 

a mallet .  

isotherms. 

The data they  contained were meager and there  were no ieobars o r  

The l i t hograph  process was adopted f o r  t h e  Washington map i n  October, 1871, 

The weather maps i ssued  i n  o t h e r  American c i t i e s  were formerly manifolded from a 

s t e n c i l  propared by hand. 
introduced 

La te r  a typewri te r  was f o r  making the  s t e n c i l ,  

Some s t a t i o n s  s t i l l  i s s u e  s t e n c i l e d  maps, bu t  at the  more important s t a t i o n s  t h e  

maps a r e  now printed.  

In 1876, during the  Centonnial Exposi t ion,  an a t tempt  was made t o  send the  

l i n e s  of t he  d a i l y  weather map by means of autographic telegraphy. The c h a r t  was 

te legraphed in t h i s  way each morning from t h e  headquarters  of t he  S igna l  Serv ice  i n  

Washington t o  t h e  e x h i b i t  of t he  same.service i n  Phi lade lphia ,  and was t h e r e  ropro- 

duccd and d i s t r i b u t e d .  

was no t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  exact.  

mented wi th  a process of t r ansmi t t i ng  complete woather maps by radio.  

The plan was not  put i n t o  wider use ,  as t h e  reproduct ion 

Just ha l f  a century  l a t e r  t h e  Weather Bureau experi-  
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