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DUST DEVILS 

B r i t i s h  meteorologis ts  i n  Lower Egypt, Pa l e s t ine  and I raq  have r ecen t ly  been 

making systematic  observat ions of the  whir l ing columns of dus t  known i n  t h e  Orient 

and elsewhere as "dust devils'!. One i n t e r e s t i n g  f a c t  revealed by these  inves t iga-  

tions I s  t h a t ,  un l ike  t h e  vas t  cyclonic  systems, which always t u r n  "COU.nter-clock- 

i n  the  nor thern  hemisphere and tlclockwisetl i n  t h e  southern,  dus t  d e v i l s ,  

i n  a given l o c a l i t y  may revolve i n  e i t h e r  d i rec t ion ,  Of 87 t h a t  were observed during 

a few months of 1927, 43 tu rned  i n  t h e  t3me d i r e c t i o n  as cyclones and 35- i n  t h e  

apposi te  d i r ec t ion .  

determined, 

In  t h e  remaining nine t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of rotat ion W a s  net 

Somo of t h e  d u s t  d e v i l s  observed were estimated t o  bo only 1 0  t o  20 f e e t  high,  

while the  hgights  of o thers  were estimated at 2,000 t o  3,0>0 f e e t ,  

t r a v e l  var ied  from 4 to 30 miles an hour. 

The speed of 
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