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? WHYTHEWEATHER 'ailed February 2, 1928 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

THE B I G  WIND I N  IRELAND 

in te res t ing  book "Great Storms" 

ago i n  London, occurs the following statement: 

by C. Laughton and V-Heddon, 

"The Br i t i sh  I s l e s  c e r t a i n l y  exporicnced a t  l e a s t  two great stoms i n  the 

nineteenth century. The grea te r  of these,  on January 6th,  1839, was severely f e l t  
8 lnc  o 

I r e l m d ,  but bas long/been forgotten. The o ther  swept Scotland on December 28th, 

1879, and I s  remembered because it blow down t h e  Tay Bridge while a t r a in  was 

Passing over it." * 

It may bo t r U Q  t h a t  the  storm of January 6-6, 1839 has passed i n t o  oblivion i n  

'Sh3.s stonn appears t o  have been qui te  as severe i n  England a8 i n  Ireland and 

Several l i v e s  were l o s t  caused many disastrous dhipwrecks on the  B r i t i s h  coasts. 

OQ land as well a8 at sea. Information about tho storm .- r a t h e r  monger from tho 

r~eteorological  standpoint " ' 3 s  given in t h e  T h e 6  (Londoc) of January 10-14, inclusive,  
:1839, 

An a r t i c l e  published i n  Q Boston, Mass., newspaper four years ago says of this 
Went ; 

''In proportion t o  tho s i z e  of Ireland, the 'Big Wind' was a grea te r  d i s a s t e r  
It was so t rag ic  a thing t h a t  f o r  than the  San Francisco earthquake, t o  America, 

Years afterward the  events i n  Ireland were t€at?d as happening before  or after the 
W i n d ' .  

R1e Tay.Bridge d i s a s t e r  i s  much l e s s  frequently heard of i n  t h i s  country, though 

The last generation frequently spoke of persons being born 'since t h o  
%g wind, I l l  

!% occasionally crops up in the  query columns of newspapers, 
daddon, i n  t h e  book above mentioned, devote a whole chapter to, i t 1  the  most circum- 
:S'bQtial account we have 80811. 

Messrs. Laughton and 
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