A Science .Service Feature
Released on ,receipt PRI R AC A SR LI o i

but intended for use
February 11, 1928 -1 WHY THE WEATHER ? Mailed February 4, 1928

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,
~Authority on Meteorology

THE SOUTHERNMOST WEATHER STATION

In the year 1903 the~Scottish'Antarctic Expeditiqn,;qnder D?. ?,?.Bruée, egtab~
lished a meteorological and magnetic observatory on Lgurievlsland, in the South
Orkneys, & group of islands southeast of South America on'the verge of the Antarctic
Tregions. The,observato;y was maint§ined by theuprigihal Scottish stgif until the
following yaar, when it was transferred to the Argentine Meteorological Office, which
; has,»ggrated it ever since. Each year a naval vessel visits the islang, carrying
supplies and a new party;of'observers to replace those of ihe year be:org. Apart
from this annual exchange, the place has heretoiore been completely cut off from
communication with the'outsideAworld,but at the end of_March:;zz;ia radio station
wag opened here. At preseni weather reports are sent bymdio twice e day to
Buenos Aires and published on.the Argentine weather maps Reports of ice conditions
about the island are also made dally by radio.

Laurie Island is the southernmost permanently inhabited spol on the globe and
its only inhabitants .are the stait;nxgjha‘observato;y. Strange to say, gervicé at
this lonely spot is popular with Argentine meteorologis?s. One man has spent five
years there,another fourﬁ,and several threes. The climate is sald to be healthful,
but gloomy skies are the rule,as there is.1little sunshine at any season.

Argentina also maintains a meteorologist_at a whaling station in South Georgia,
which is in lower latitude but within the limits of,Antgrctic dritt ige.
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