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LOOMIS I S  METEOROLOGY 

Half a cen tu ry  ago Professor  E l i a s  Loomis $6 "Trea t i se  on Meteorology" was the  

s tandard work on weather s c i ence  i n  t h i s  count ryr  It was used as a textbook a t  the 

school a t  For t  Myer, V i rg in i a ,  where s o l d i e r s  of t he  S igna l  Serv ice  were t r a i n e d  

f o r  du ty  a6 weather obse rve r s ,  and many of these  men cont inued t o  swear by " & O O m i S "  

f o r  years  af terward.  The work was published i n  1868, two years  before  t h e  founda- 

t i o n  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  meteorological  s e r v i c e ,  and was f requen t ly  r ep r in t ed ,  wi th  only 

minor a l t e r a t i o n s .  

Though t h i s  once c e l e b r a t e d  t r e a t i s e  is  far from represen%ing the  present  s t a t e  

of meteorological  knowledge and ideas ,  it i s  s t i l l  worth t h e  s tuden t ' s  a t t e n t i o n ,  

s i n c e  it d i scusses  a good many matters t h a t  a r e  ignored i n  t h e  t y p i c a l  m e t e o r o ~ o g i c a ~  

textbook of today ,  There a r e ,  f o r  example, b r i e f  accounts of snow-rollors (wind- 

-do snowbal ls) ,  r ed  snow, i c e  caves,  avalanches,  cyanometers and r a i n  without 

clouds. 

do& with t h e  aurora ,  

TWO chapters  are devoted t o  meteors and meteor i tes ,  and one l a r g e  s e c t i o n  

The au thor  i s  gene ra l ly  l u c i d ,  but  t h e  following s ta tement  on page 167 was a 

tough nu t  f o r  the  soldier-meteorologis ts  t o  crack. 

"Some have SuppQsed t h a t  bal l  l i g h t n i n g  was the  agglomeration of ponderable sub- 

s tance  i n  a state of grea t  t e n u i t y ,  s t rong ly  charged wi th  e l e c t r i c i t y - "  
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