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LIGHTNING AND YOREST F m S  

According to  the U. S. Forest  Service, the successful control of l igh tn ing  

f i res  is one of the most d i f f i c u l t  problems confronting American forest owners. 

ing the year 1926 l i & t n i %  c m s e a  31 per cent. of a l l  tho fires occurring i n  the 

f o r e s t  areas  of the United S ta tes  i n  which f i r e  protect ion prevai ls .  

the northern Rocky region are even more st r iking.  

IXtr- 

The records f o r  

I n  Idaho and Montana during the 

Same year l ightning caused 59 per cent, of al l  the forest fires and did 72 per cent-  

of the t o t a l  damage, 

Since 1920 the Forest  Service has been co l lec t ing  de ta i led  reports  on 

l ightning storms and l ightning fires from the lookouts stationed a t  l o f t y  poin ts  i n  

the fores t  regions, espec ia l ly  i n  California ana the northern Rockies. During the 

f i v e  f i r e  seasons from 1922 to  1921 about 5,000 reports  were assembled and analyzed. 

i s  thRt The most  important fact thus far brought out by the inveet igat ioa 

the mere appearance of a l ightning storm, if reported immediately, serves as R very 

useful  warning of impending danger, There is usually an interval  of many hours be- 

tween the arrival of the storm and the first fire reported from the lookout s t a t i o n ,  

and some fires do not show up until a day  o r  two after the storm is sighted. 

there is generally a good deal of time t o  mobilize tho fire-fighting forces Find get 

them t o  the ri&t spot if storms aro promptly reported, 

Thus 

On the basis of these warn- 

ing8 and the 36-hour forecasts  of the Weather Bureau men can be removed from other 

ana held i n  readiness t o  reach and suppress f i r e s  with the least  possible delay. 
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