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The last  words ever  w r i t t e n  by George Washington were h i s  account of t he  wea- 

t h e r  of December 13, 1799, t h e  day preceding h i s  death,  The record reads 8s fol lows:  

"13th. Morning snowing, and about t h r e e  inches deep. Nind a t  no r theas t ,  and 

mercury at 30" Continued snowing till one o 'c lock,  and about fou r  it becaae 

P e r f e c t l y  c l e a r .  Wind i n  t h e  same place bu t  n o t  hard. hlercury 28 at n i g h t + "  

Washington was an a s s i&jmsobse rve r  and r eco rde r  of wcather. throughout h i s  l i f e -  

An i n t e r e s t i n g  t a s k  still awaiting some meteorologis t  is t h e  compilation and d is -  

cussion o f  t he  weather no tes  contained i n  h i s  d i a r i e s ,  so f a r  as they a r e  ex tan t .  

In t h e  absence of r e g u l a r  c l ima t i c  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t he  reg ion  where he l i v e d ,  

Washington doubt less  found h i s  own record ,  kept f o r  years at M o u n t  Vernon, of con- 

s ide rab le  value as a guide i n  h i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  undertakings.  

of reading the  thermometer t h r e e  t imes a day n morning, noon and n igh t .  

a l s o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of the  winds, t h e  general  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  weather ,  and t h e  

Occurrence of r a i n  and snow, but  ev iden t ly  had no rain-gauge, which is no t  strarige,  

as the re  were probably not  a dozen of them i n  t h i s  country up t o  t h e  time of  h i s  

death. 

He was i n  t h e  h a b i t  

He noted 
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