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SNClPI AS A BUILDING klAT?lRIAZ 

Prof. W. Elmer Ekblaw, of Clark University, has recently published an i n -  

teres t ing account of the northernmo,st t r ibe  of Eskimo -- those of the Thule region 

of Greenland -- i n  which he t e l l s ,  among other things, a l l  about the constru.ction 

of an 1' iglooyak,n or snow house (distinguished from the " igloo," o r  stone house) , 

He says i n  part: 

n!i!he snow of which the iglooyak i s  b u i l t  must be carefully selected. The 

Arctic snow generally crya t a l l i z e s  as  attenuate s teel-l ike spicules that  bind to- 

gether i n  d r i f t i n g  l i k e  f i b re s  of cloth,  instead of f f f lu f f  ing* together loosely 

as do the flakes of more southerly snows. The wind-packed snow selected fo r  the 

iglooyak must not be too sof t ,  f o r  i f  i t  be, then the iglooyak w i l l  quickly s e t t l e  

together and fal l  in. It must not be too hard, f o r  i f  it  be, then it w i l l  conduct 

the i n t e r io r  heat antward too f a s t ,  

"e snow f o r  the iglooyak is  cut with a snow knife into blocks about 

2* to  3 f e e t  long and from 15 inches to  2 f e e t  wide, and then pried np with the toe, 

a t  a depth of from 6 to  8 inches, the t h i c h e s s  of the blocks. A group of three 

men can work most s a t i s f a c t o r i l ~ r  i n  building an iglooyak. One cuts the blocks and 

p r i e s  them out; a second car r ies  them from the block maker to the builder;  and a 

th i rd  builds the house. Three energetic sk i l l ed  Eskimo can erect  a substantial  . 

iglooyak in  l e s s  than an hour,+ 
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