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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,
Authority on Meteorology

THE SNOWS OF CALIFORNIA .

California is generally thought of as a land of warmth and sunshine
rather than as a region of heavy snow, yet this state comes near to holding the
North American record for depth of snowfall. Probably no other part of the con-
tinent, with the exception of some lofty slopes of the Cascade Range in the state
of Washington, receives as much of the "beautiful" each winter as California's
High Sierra. |

The heaviest snowfall thus far measured in these mountains occurs at
Tamarack, in Alpine County, about 8,000 feet above sea level. -The average here ‘is
38 feet of snow a year, and as much as 74 fest have fallen in a single season.
Fifty miles southweet of Tamarack, at an altitude of 700 feet, is a weather station
at which the yearly snowfall amounts to barely one inchl California is famous for
these climatic contrasts.

The mountain snowfields of the state are worth more than all the gold
buried beneath the soil, for their graduwal melting during the long, dry summers
supplies a fairly constant supply of water for irrigationm, poﬁer—production and
municipal use. . \
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