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PROFTTS 13 AIR I7iTEiII;'ICK~ION 

The p o l l u t i o n  of the  atmosphere by dus t  arid fumes is a s e r i o u s  problem i n  

many i n d u s t r i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  That t h e  abatement of t h e  nuisance can i n  some cases  be 

made d i r e c t l y  p r o f i t a b l e  t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  concerned is  pointed out by Dr .  P.H. 

Bryce i n  a r e c e n t  a r t i c l e .  He says:  

"I remember the  account of t h e  f i rs t  s t e p s  taken t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  publ ic  as well 

as t h e  vege ta t ion  around t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  towns of England 55 years  ago,  when t h e  

Salt and a l k a l i  works were loca ted  there .  Dr .  hiigus Smith, t h e  o f f i c i a l  chemist ,  

found t h a t  an excessive amount of c h l o r i n e  fumes was being allowed t o  escape from 

the  works ,  and s o ,  a f t e r  experimenting, ordered t h e  manufacturers t o  i n s t a l l  a 

s e r i e s  o f  lead-l ined chambers i n  which t r a y s  of  quick-lime were placed, The c h l o r i n f  

fuc;es then  were psssed through these  i n  succession u n t i l ,  at t h e  e x i t ,  t he  amount 

of chlor ine  was reduced t o  a minimum, The manufacturers at first s t r o n g l y  p ro te s t -  

ed aga ins t  t h e  c o s t  of  i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  but  soon found they  had produced a new by- 

Product,  bleaching-powder, which i s  today un ive r sa l  i n  i t s  app l i ca t ions  and makes 

a s teady  p r o f i t  f o r  them." 

The fumes from sme l t e r s  i n  t h e  mining regions of  t he  western United S t a t e s  have 

been a caues of endless  complaint,  and i n  mcuy p laces  the  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  provided f o r  

Preventing t h i s  nuisance have proved t o  be a p r o f i t a b l e  means of recovering sulphur ,  

a r aon ic ,  e tc .  
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