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WIND DIRECTIONS AT SEA 

While t h e  landsman has  but  one system f o r  i nd ica t ing  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  

wind - v i z ,  by compass po in t s  - t h e  s a i l o r  has two. He not only desuribes  winds as 

nor th ,  e a s t ,  south ,  e tc . ,  b u t  a l s o  according t o  a system based on the  angle  between 

the d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  wind and the  d i r e c t i o n  toward which h i s  vessel  is headed, 

h s t e d ' s  "Dict ionary of  Sea  Terms" enumerates the  following winds included i n  the  

second system: 

1. Rind ahead. 2, Wind abaft . .  (Sa i l i ng  with such a wind is  c a l l e d  "runn- : 

ing".) 3.  VJind on t h e  p o r t  beam. 4, Wind on t h e  s ta rboard  beam. 5, Wind on 

po r t  bow. 6. Wind on the  s t a rboa rd  bow. (A vesse l  with t h e  wind on e i t h e r  

b ~ W  i s  s a i l i n g  "close-hauled".) 7. Wind athwart  t h e  beam, p o r t  s ide .  8. Wind 

athwart  t h e  beam, s t a rboa rd  s ide .  (With t h e  wind athwart  t h e  beam a vesse l  is  

reachingf1,)  9, wind abaft t h e  beam, po r t  s ide .  10. Wnd aba f t  t h e  beam, star- I! 

board s ide .  (with wind aba f t  t h e  beam t h e  vesse l  i s  s a i l i n g  " la rge"  o r  "free".)  

11- Wind on the p o r t  qua r t e r .  12. Wind on the  s t a rboa rd  quar te r .  
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