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MARSHAL BUGEAUD'S RULE

The immortal delusion that the sarth's weather is controlled by the moon
assumes a great variety of forms and has given rise to numerous "rules" for utiliz-
ing lunar phenomena as a basis of weather prediction. One of the latter that has
long been familiar in France is called the "rule of Marshal Bugeaud," after a cele-
brated military leader who firmly believed in it and planned his campaigns accord-
ingly. The belief it embodies is that the weather remains the same during the
Whole lunation (1) eleven times out of twelve as it is on the fifth day, if the
same weather prevails on the sixth day; and (2) nine times out of twelve as it is
on the fourth day if the sixth day resembles the fourth. For example, if the fifth
and sixth days of the lunation are rainy there are, according to this rule, eleven
chances in twelve thaqthe whole lunation will be rainy, etc.

During the world Qar, when weather often played an important part in military
Operations, popular interesf in this old notion was revived and a French meteorolog-
ist, M. Brazier, examined the weather records for the years 1907 to 1916, inclu-
sive, made at the Qbservatory of the Parc Saint;Maur, near Paris, for a possible veri-
fication of the rule.

Out of 123 lunations in the perlod studied there were 33 to which the r;le was
inapplicable, because the sixth day resembled neither the fifth nor the rourth.‘
There were 54 which should have been dry according to the rule, but only 23 provéd
%o be s0. 0f 36 lunations that should have been rainy only eight were of that
character.
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