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AiIAFSHAL BUGENID'S RULE 

The immortal de lus ion  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h ' s  weather is c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  moon 

WSUmeS a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of forms and has given r i s e  t o  numerous "rules"  f o r  u t i l i z -  

ing  lunar phenomena as a b a s i s  of weather pred ic t ion ,  One of t h e  l a t t e r  t h a t  has 

long been familiar i n  France is  c a l l e d  tho  " ru le  of Marshal Bugeaud," a f t e r  a ce le -  

b ra t ed  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  who f i rmly  be l ieved  i n  it and planned h i s  campaigns accord- 

ingly.  The b e l i e f  it embodies is t h a t  the weather remains t h e  same during the 

$hole luna t ion  (1) eleven t imes out  of twelve as it is on t h e  f i f t h  day, if the  

sanle weather p r e v a i l s  on t h e  s ixSh day; and (2) n ine  times out of twelve a6 it is  

on t h e  fou r th  day if t h e  s i x t h  day resembles t h e  fourth.  

a d  s i x t h  days of t h e  l u n a t i o n  are r a iny  t h e r e  a r e ,  according t o  this  r u l e ,  e leven 

chances i n  twelve t h a  he whole luna t ion  w i l l  be r a iny ,  e tc .  

For example, i f  t he  f i f t h  

+ 
During t h e  world war, when weather o f t e n  played an important p a r t  i n  m i l i t a r y  

operat ions,  popular i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  o l d  not ion  was revived and a French meteorolog- 

ist ,  M. Brazier ,  examined the  weather records f o r  t h e  years 1907 t o  1916, inclu- 

618(3, made at t h e  Observatory of t h e  Parc S a i n t - b u r ,  nea r  P a r i s ,  f o r  a poss ib l e  ver i -  

f i c a t i o n  of t h e  rule, 

kt of 123 luna t ions  i n  t h e  per iod s t u d i e d  the re  were 33 t o  which t h e  r u l e  was 

inappl icable ,  because t h e  s i x t h  day resembled n e i t h e r  the f i f t h  nor t he  fourth.  

There were 54 which should have been d r y  according t o  the  r u l e ,  but only 23 proved 

t o  be so. 

character .  

Of 36 luna t ions  t h a t  should have been r a i n y  only e igh t  were of t h a t  
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