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WINTER FLYING ID! THE ARCTIC 

The s h o r t e s t  rou te  from places  i n  t h e  northwestern United S t a t e s  and western 

Canada t o  nor thern  Eurasia i s  by way of t h e  Arct ic .  This is one reason,  but 

according t o  , l] i lhjalmur S tefansson  it  is no t  t h e  most important one, why the  

" a c r a f t  of t he  f u t u r e  w i l l  seek high l a t i t u d e s  f o r  f l i g h t s  between t h e  two con- 

tinent's. The A r c t i c  o f f e r s  climatic advantages f o r  air t r ave l .  Moreover - a Point  

t h a t  i s  commonly overlooked - t he  win ter  i s  t h e  bea t  season f o r  Arc t ic  f l i g h t s .  

Stefansson says: 

"Taking t h e  average f o r  t he  whole year ,  fogs a r e  fewer, fogs a r e  lower and 

e a s i e r  t o  f l y  over ,  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  i s  l e s s ,  and winds a r e  milder  over  t he  Arc t ic  

than  over t h e  North At lan t ic .  

h c t i c  i s  marked," 

For at least  h a l f  t h e  year t he  s u p e r i o r i t y  of t h e  

The co ld  of t h e  Arc t i c ,  e spec ia l ly  i n  win te r ,  i s  favorable  i n  seve ra l  ways. 

It minimizes t h e  dayger of t h e  heavy depos i t s  of moisture i n  l i q u i d  o r  s o l i d  form 

t h a t  have E O  o f t e n  been d i s a s t r o u s  t o  aeronctuts. With r a r e  except ions,  t h e  winter  

P r e c i p i t a t i o n  of t he  Arc t ic  i s  l i g h t ,  d r y  snow, which does not  cling. The win ter  

sk i e s  of t h e  Arc t i c  a r e  p reva i l i ng ly  c l e a r .  The co lde r  t h e  c l imate  the  l e s s  danger 

of l ightning.  L a s t l y  t h e  winter  condi t ions  of t h e  f a r  nor th ,  e s p e c i a l l y  over t h e  

land, a r e  unfavorable t o  t h e  formation of t he  v e r t i c a l  cur ren ts  t h a t  manifest  
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