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HEIRSCHEL NOT GUILTY 

Many almanacs of today, l i k e  those  of generat ions ago, publ i sh  a f a n t a s t i c  

- t a b l e  f o r  p red ic t ing  t h e  weather from t h e  hour of t h e  day at which t h e  moon . .  

"changes", and f a l s e l y  a s c r i b e  i t s  au tho r sh ip  t o  S i r  W i l l i a m  Herschel,  t h e  grea t  

English astronomer. It is  gene ra l ly  labe led  "Herschel I s  Weather Table". 

According t o  t h i s  t a b l e ,  i f  the  moon changes h e r  phase between noon and 2 p.m., 

t he  " r e s u l t i n g  weather It ( f o r  how long Is not  s t a t e d )  w i l l  be ,  i n  summer, "very 

rainy",  and i n  w in te r  will be cha rac t e r i zed  by 't6now and rain".  If the  change of 

phase t akes  place between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m., t h e  r e s u l t i n g  weather w i l l  be 

'changeable" i n  summer and " f a i r  and mild" i n  winter .  And s o  on, f o r  the  r e s t  of 

the 

the  

the  

24 hours. 

Of course the  so-ca l led  "changes" of t h e  moon a r e  merely conventional s t ages  i n  

gradual process of waxing and waning t h a t  goes on throughout t h e  luna t ion  and 

t imes of day at which they  occur can  have no conceivable  connection wi th  the  

weather, The i n t e r e s t i n g  th ing  about t h i s  weather t a b l e  i s  not  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  

is nonsensical  - i n  which respec t  it has p l en ty  of company i n  a l m a n a c ' l i t e r a t u r e  

- but  t h a t  it should have beon p e r s i s t e n t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  f o r  more than a century t o  

S i r  W i l l i a m  Herschel,  who was i n  no way reeponsible  f o r  i t , a s  both he and h i s  son ,  

S i r  John Herschel,  pub l i c ly  dec lared  on severa l  occasions. 

Some years  ago an  at tempt  was made t o  learn through "Notes and Queries" how 

Herschel 's  name came t o  be a t tached  t o  t h e  t a b l e ,  bu t  t h e  mystery remai.n& usol'wd,. 
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