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NO cloud formation is more s t r i k i n g  than  the  long s t r i p e s  of  c i r r u s  t h a t  are 

occas iona l ly  seen apparent ly  r a d i a t i n g  from a' poin t  on the  horizon and sometimes 

s t r e t c h i n g  e n t i r e l y  across  the sky, in which case they  appear t o  ronverge toward a 

Point  opposite.  

Under t h e  in f luence  of t h e  e a r t h ' s  magnetism. 

were genera l ly  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  magnetic poles ,  and/ therefore  named them 

"Polar bands", 

Baron Humboldt w a s  respons ib le  for t h e  idea  that  such clouds are 

He thought t h e i r  po in ts  of convergence 
%,o 

This  name i s  s t i l l  o f t e n  appl ied  t o  them, though t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  under magnetic con t ro l  has long been abandoned. I n  Engl ish f o l k l o r e  such 

clouds w e  c a l l e d  lTNoah*s Ark"; a180 sometimes "wind-reels", ltsalmon", e t c  - 
The clouds a r e  a c t u a l l y  p a r a l l e l  o r  nea r ly  so ,  t h e i r  apparent "fanning out"  

being an e f f e c t  of perspect ive.  

se rv ing  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  from which t h e  s t r i p e s  seem t o  rad ia te .  This  has been 

c a l l e d  the  "R-pointtl, o r  t he  "V-pointIt ( t h e  l a t t e r  being an abbrevia t ion  for 

" v ~ i s h i n g - p o i n t ~ ~ ) .  H.H.Clayton, formerly of t h e  Blue H i l l  Observatory, found tha t  

Some meteorologis ts  have l a i d  much s t r e s s  .upon ob- 

bands moved most f r e q u e n t l y  in t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e i r  l ength ,  and l e a s t  frequent- 

l y  at r i g h t  angles  t o  it. 
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